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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Famay, March 20, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was approved. 
Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report. 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished bu- 
siness to be the river and harbor bill. 

Mr. BAYLY asked the general consent of the 
House to submit a motion, thet a communication 
from the Navy Department in relation to the ships 
St. Lawrence and New York, be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and be printed. 

The SPEAKER said there was no such commu- 
nication before the House. 


Mr. BAYLY said it was a communication which | 


had been returned some time since. 
The motion was entertained and agreed to. 


The SPEAKER, by consent, laid before the 
House a letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting, in answer to a resolution of the House of 
the 29th of January, 1845, a report of Captain J. 
Allen, of the first regiment of dragoons, of his ex- 
pedition during the past summer to the heads of 
the rivers Des Moines, Blue Earth, &c., in the 
northwest; which letter and report were laid upon 
the table. 

RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for the improvement of 
certain harbors and rivers. 

When the House adjourned last evening, a sep- 
arate question had been demanded on the following 
item of appropriation for 


HOG ISLAND CHANNEL. 


* For improving Hog Island channel, at Charles- 


ton city, South Carolina, $25,000.” 

And the yeas and nays were now ordered. 

And thé question, ‘‘ Shall thisitem be engrossed ?”’ 
was taken. 

When the Clerk had called the roll— 

Mr. RHETT rose and addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER put the usual question, ‘* Was 
the gentleman within the bar when his name was 
called ?°” 

Mr. RHETT was understood to say, he was 
not quite certain of the fact; but that as this was an 
appropriation for Charleston harbor, he hoped the 
House would allow him to record his vote. 

No objection having been made— 

The Clerk called the name of R. Barnwe.i 
Ruetr, who, (voting under a misapprehension of 
the form of the question,) said ** Ay.” 

Much merriment ensued. 


Mr. RHETT (being apprised of the error) said, 
“T thought the question was on striking out the | 


item. If, as I now understand, it is on engrossing 
it, I vote ‘ No.’ ”’ 
The vote was accordingly so recorded. 
And the result was then announced as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Arnold, Ash- 


mun, Blanchard, Bowlin, Brinkerhoff, William W.Camp- | 


bell, John H. Campbell, Cathcart, John G. Chapman, Chip- 


man, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, Cummins, Cunningham, || 


Darragh, Garrett Davis, De Mott, Dixon, Dockery, Doug- 
lass, Ellsworth, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, 
Poot, Fries Gentry, Giles, Grider, Grinnell, Harper, Her- 


rick, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Washington | 


Hunt, J. B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 


Jenkins, Daniel P. King, Thomas B. King, Levin, McCilel- | 


land, J. J. McDowell, Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, 
Niven, Parrish, Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Relfe, Julius 
Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Russell, Schenck, Severance, 
Traman Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, 
Starkweather, St. John, Strong, Sykes, Thomasson, Benja- 
min Thompson, James Thompson, Thurman, ‘Tibbatts, Til- 
den, Vinton, Wentworth, Winthrop, Woodworth, Wright, 
and Yancey—82. 


NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, || 


Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James 
A. Black, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Milton Brown, William 
G. Brown, Burt, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, 
Cullom, Culver, Daniel, Jefferson Davis, Delano, Dilling- 


ham, Dobbin, Erd ickli iddi : 
’ srdman, Ficklin, Giddings, Graham, Grover, | I 
; 3 ae ; F || Thomas Smith, Stanton, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tred- 


Hamlin, Hilliard, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. Houston, Ed- 


mund W. Hubard, Hungerford, Hunter, James H. Johnson, | 


Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, 
LcakA, Lewis, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, Me- 
G ernand, McConnell, McCrate, James McDowell, Mc- 
Paneney, McKay, Barkley Martin, Moulton, Owen, Payne, 
errill, Phelps, Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Saw- 
yer, Scammon, Seaman, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leon- 


34 


ard H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Strohm, Jacob 


Thompson, Tredway, Trumbo, Wheaton, Wick, Williams, 
Wood, Woodward, Yell, Young, and Yost—S6. 
So the House decided that the item should noi 
be engrossed. 
HARBOR OF SAVANNAH. 


Mr. TIBBATTS asked a separate question on 
the following item; which was ordered: 

‘** For the improvement of Savannah harbor, and 
the naval anchorage near Fort Pulaski, $50,000.”’ 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Arnold, 
Ashinun, Barringer, Blanchard, Bowlin, Brinkerhotf, Mil 
ton Brown, Butiington, William W. Campbell, John H. 
Campbell, Carroll, Catheart, Jobn G. Chapman, Chipman, 
Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Cunningham, Darragh, Garrett 
Davis, Jefferson Davis, Delano, De Mott, Dixon, Dockery, 
Douglass, Ellsworth, John H. Ewing, Faran, Foot, Gentry, 
Giddings, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Grider, Grinnell, Hamp 
ton, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Elias B, Holmes, John W. 


| 


Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hungerford, Washineton | 


Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, 
Seaborn Jones, Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler King, 
Lawrence, Lewis, Levin, J. J. MeDowell, McGaughey, 
Meclivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Niven, Parrish, Pen 


dleton, Perry, Pollock, Price, Ramsey, Relte, Julius Rock- | 


well, John A. Rockwell, Russell, Schenck, Seaman, Sev- 
erance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Simith, Rob- 
ert Smith, Stanton, Stewart, St. John, Strom, Strong, 
Sykes, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, Jas. 
Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Tilden, Trumbo, Vinton, 
Wentworth, White, Winthrop, Wood, Woodworth, Wright, 
Yancey, and Young—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James 
A. Black, Boyd, Brockenbrough, William G. Brown, Burt, 
Reuben Chapman, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, 
Cammins, Daniel, Dillingham, Dobbin, Erdman, Ficklin, 
Garvin, Graham, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, 
Hilliard, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. Houston, Edmund 
W. Hubard, Hunter, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, 
Andrew Jolmson, George W. Jones, Leake, La Sere, Li- 

| gon, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, MeClernand, McCon- 
nell, MeCrate, James McDowell, McKay, Barkley Martin, 
Moulton, Owen, Payne, Perrill, Phelps, Reid, Ritter, Rob- 
erts, Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, 


Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, | 


Jacob Thompson, Tredway, Wheaton, Wick, Wiiliams, 
Voodward, Yell, and Yost—89. : 


So the item was ordered to be engrossed. 
GREAT WOOD HOLE HARBOR. 


Mr. BOYD asked a separate question on the 


| following item, which was ordered: 
‘*For the improvement of Great Wood Hole 
harbor, Massachusetts, $4,450.’ 
The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and 
being taken, resulted as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Arnold, Ash- 
| mun, Baker, Blanchard, Bowlin, Brinkerhofl, Milton Brown, 


Buffington, William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, | 


Carroll, Catheart, John G, Chapman, Chipman, Constable, 
Cranston, Culver, Cunningham, Darragh, Garrett Davis, 
Delano, De Mott, Dixon, Dunlap, Ellsworth, John H. 
Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, Foot, Fries, Giddings, 
Giles, Goodyear, Grider, Grinnell, Hamlin, Hampton, Har- 
per, Henley, Herrick, Elias B. Hoimes, Hough, John W. 
Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Washington Hunt, James B. 
Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, 
Daniel P. King, Thomas B. King, Lawrence, Leib, Lewis, 
Levin, McClelland, Joseph J. McDowell, McGaughey, Mc- 
Ilvaine, Marsh, Miller, Morris, Moseley, Niven, Parrish, 
| Pendleton, Pollock, Ramzgey, Relfe, Julius Rockwell, John 
A. Rockwell, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Schenck, Seaman, 
Severance, ‘'ruman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Starkweather, Stewart, St. John, Strohm, Strong, Sykes, 
| Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, James Thompson, Tib- 


throp, Wright, and Young—-100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Barringer, 
Black, James A. 
G. Brown, Burt, Renben Chapman, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, 
Cocke, Collin, Crozier, Culloin, Cummins, Daniel, Jefier- 
son Davis, Dobbin, Dockery, Douglass, Erdman, Ficklin, 
Garvin, Gordon, Graham, Grover, Haralson, Harmanson, 
Hilliard, Hopkins, G. S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, 
Hungerford, Hunter, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Leake, 
| La Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClean, MeClernand, 

McConnell, McCrate, James McDowell, McKay, Barkley 
Martin, Morse, Moulton, Owen, Payne, Perrill, Perry, 
Phelps, Price, Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Scammon, Sed- 
| don, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, 


| way, Wheaton, Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, Yanecy, 
; Yell, and Yost—sg. 


So the item was ordered to be engrossed. 
LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 


batts, Tilden, Trumbo, Vinton, Wentworth, White, Win- | 


Jayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James | 
Black, Boyd, Brockenbrough, William 


RATHBUN asked a separate question on the fol- 
lowing item; which was ordered. 

“« For the purchase of the residue of the stock 
held by individual stockholders in the Louisville 
and Portland Canal Company, such sum as may 
be necessary; which stock the President of the 
United States is hereby authorized to purchase, if 
it can be obtained on such terms as he shall deem 
a fair and reasonable price, for the purpose of re- 
lieving the navigation and commerce of the Ohio 
river, and making said canal free from toll.” 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered; and, 
being taken, resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs,. John Quincy Adams, Amold, Ashmun, 
Baker, Blanchard, William G. Brown, Buffington, John HB. 
Campbell, Carroll, Cranston, Culver, Cunningham, Darragh, 
Garrett Davis, Delano, Dixon, Douglass, Jolin H. Ewing, 
Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Grider, Hampton, Harper, 
Herrick, Elias B. Holmes, Samuel D. Hubbard, Washing- 
ton Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph Johnson, Daniel P. 
King, Thomas B, King, Levin, MeGauehey, Melivaine, 
Moseley, Pendleton, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, 
Sawyer, Schenck, Severance, Truman Smith, Thonas 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stewart, Svkes, Thomasson, Tib 
batts, Tilden, Trumbo, White, Winthrop, Wright, and 
Young—-55, 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Stephen Adams, Anderson, At- 
kinson, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Bigge, 
James Black, Boyd, Brinkerhofi, Brockenbrough, Milton 
Brown, Burt, Wm. W. Campbell, Catheart, John G. Chap 
man, R. Chapman, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cock 
Constable, Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Daniel, Dargan, 
Jefferson Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dockery, 
Dunlap, Ellsworth, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Fries, Garvin, 
Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, Grover, Hamlin, Har 
manson, Henley, Hilliard, Hopkins, Hough, J. W. Houston, 
George 8. Houston, E. W. Hubard. Hungerford, James B. 
Hunt, Hunter, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Andrew Jobin 
son, George W. Jones, Preston King, Lawrence, Leake, 
Leib, La Sere, Lewis, Ligon, Lumpkin, MeClean, MeCtel 
land, MeClernand, MeConnell, MeCrate Joseph J. MeDow 
ell, James Me Dowell, McKay, Marsh, J. P. Martin, Barkley 
Martin, Miiler, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Niven, Owen, 
Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Perry, Phelps, Pollock, Price, Ram- 
sey, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, 
Sawtelle, Scammon, Seaman, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, 
Leonard H. Sims, Albert Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, 
Starkweather, St. John, Strohm, Strong, James Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tredway, Vinton, Wentworth, 
Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, 
Woodworth, Yancey, Vell, and Yost-—132. 


e, Collin, 


So the House decided that the item should not 
be engrossed. 


THE HUDSON RIVER. 


Mr. BOYD demanded a separate question, and 
the yeas and nays, on the following emendment; 
which were ordered: 

‘For continuing the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the Eludson river, above and below Albany, 
in the State of New York, $75,000.” 

The question was taken, and the vote resulted 
as follows: 

YEAS—- Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Anderson, Ar 
nold, Ashmun, Baker, Blanchard, Bowlin, Brinkerhoff, 
Buffington, Wm. W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, 
Catheart, John G. Chapman, Chipman, Collin, Constable, 
Cranston, Crozier, Cuiver, Cunningham, Darragh, Garrett 
Davis, Delano, De Mott, Dixon, Douglass, Elisworth, Jolin 
H. Ewing, Faran, Foot, Foster, Gentry, Giddings, Giles, 
Goodyear, Gordon, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hampton, 
Harper, Herrick, E. B. Holmes, Hough, John W. Houston, 


| Samuel D. Hubbard, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James 


B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, 
Daniel P. King, Preston King, Thomas B. King, Leib, 
Lewis, Levin, McClelland, McGaughey, Mellvaine, Miller, 
Morris, Moseley, Niven, Parrish, Pollock, Ramsey, Rath- 
bun, Relfe, Jalins Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Russell, 
Sawyer, Schenck, Seaman, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, 
Caleb B. Smith. Starkweather, Strohm, Strong, Sykes, 
Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, James Thompson, Tib- 
batts, Tilden, Trumbo, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, 
White, Wick, Winthrop, Wood, Woodworth, Wright, Yeil, 
and Young—j02. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, 
Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Biggs, J. Black, J. A. Black, Boyd, 
Brockenbrough, Milton Brown, William G. Brown, Burt, 
Reuben Chapman, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Cullom, 


| Cummins, Daniel, Dargan, J. Davis, Dillingham, Dobbin, 


Erdman, Ficklin, Garvin, Graham, Hamlin, Haralson, Har- 
manson, Hopkins, G. 8. Houston, E. W. Hubard, Hunter, 
James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Jobnson, 
George W. Jones, Leake, La Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, Ma- 
clay, MeClean, McClernand, MeConnell, MeCrate, J. J. 
McDowell, James McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, 
Barkley Martin, Morse, Moulton, Owen, Payne, Perrili, 
Perry, Phelps, Price, Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Saw- 
telle, Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. 
Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Jacob Thompson, Thur- 


', man, Tredway, Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, and Yan- 


Mr. WOODWARD, Mr. GILES, and Mr. | 


cey—Sl. 
So the amendment was ordered to be engrossed 
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THE OHIO RIVER ABOVE THE FALLS. 
Mr. 








HUNGERFORD demanded a separate 
question, and the yeas and nays on the following 
item: which were ordered: 
« For the improvement of the Ohio river above 
the falls, at Louisville, eighty thousand dollars.”’ 
‘and the vote resulted 


} 
’ : at ‘ 
SUOL Was Wtacil, 


ihe ju 
nsf 

Y EAB—~Meesrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Arnold, Ash 
mun, Baker, Bell, James Black, Blanchard, Bowlin, Brink 
erhott, Milton Brown, Will Brown, Buffington, W. 
W. Campbell, Joon Hi, Campbell, Carroll, Catheart, John 
Gq. Cha naa, Chipman, Cocke, Constable, Cranston, Cro 


niaw 


“un G. 





gier, Culver, Cunningham, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Delano, 
j Mott, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, Foot, 
Foster, Fries, Garvin, Geutry, Giddings, Giles, Goodyear, 
Grider, Grinuell, Hampton, Harper, Henley, Merrick, Elias 





HK. Holo Jolin 
isgton Hunt, Jam 


W. Hiouston, 3 
s bb. Hunt, 


muel PD. Hubbard, Wash 


‘ > 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. 








Ingersoll, Jenkins, Joseph Jobneon, Daniel P. King, Thos, 
utler Kine, Leth, La Sere, Lew Levin, MeClelland, 
MeGaughey. Mellvaine. Marsh, Barkley Martin, Miller, 


Ni wris, M rat ley, viven, ¢ 
Pollock, 


wen, Parrish, Pendleton, Perrill, 
Price, Rathbua, Reble, Julius Rockwell, John A. 


Rockwell, Ru ll, Sawyer, Schenck, Scaman, Severance, 
Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Thomas Smita, Caleb B. 
aith, Robert Bmith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stewart, 


Strohm, 


troy Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, Jame 
Thompson, Thurman, ilden, Trumbo, Vinton, 
Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Wick, Winthrop, Wrigitt, 
Yell, Young, and Vost—i12. 

N A\ ~ 





hibbatta, 


Messrs. Stephen Adam Anderson, Atkinson, 
Barringer, Bayty, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, 
Bovd, Brockenbrough, Burt, Reuben Chapman, Chase, 
Clarke, Collin, Cullow, Daniel, Jefferson Davis, Dillingham, 
Dobbia, Duniap, irdman, Gordon, Graham, Grover, Hamlin, 
Haralson, Harmanson, Hopkins, Hough, Geo, 5. Houston, 


Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, Hunter, James H. John 
son, Andrew Jolinson, George W. Jones, Preston King, 
Leake, Ligon, Lumpk Maclay, McClean, MeClernand, 


MeConnell, MeCrat 
Viartin, Morse, ™' 


. dames McDowell, McKay, John P. 


uulton, Payne, Perry, Reid, Rhett, Ritter, 

Roberts, Sawtelle, Seammon, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, 

Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Jacob Thompson, ‘lredway, 

Williams, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, and Yanecey—73. 
So the Item was ordered to be engrossed. 


THE OHIO RIVER BELOW TUE FALLS, 

Mr. TIBBATTS demanded a separate question, 
and the yeas and 
which wert ord red: 

‘Kor the improvement of the Ohio river below 
the falis, at Louisville, and of the Mississipni, Mis- 
souri, and Arkansas rivers, $240,000." 

Mr. G. W. JONES inquired of the Speal 
whether it would be in order further to divide 
item, so as to take a separate question on each 
river? 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order. 

Mr. G. 8S. HOUSTON said he thought that the 
Speaker had misapprehended the purport of the 
new rule. 

The SPEAKER. 
is one item in the b 
grentieman W ill desi rrate 
priaton 


nays, on the following 


d _ 


itein; 


k 
t] 


1e 


This 
If the 
how much of that appro- 


The Chair thinks not. 
ill—one appropriation. 


is to be applied to one river, or how much 


! 
to another, the Ch ur would then be disposed to 
decide that a further division might be made. As 
itis, the Char decides that itis not in order again 
to divide the item. 
‘The question was then taken, and the vote re- 
ilted‘as follows: 
Y RAS— Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Arnold, Ashmun, 


faker, Bell, Blanchard, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Milton 
thrown, William G. Brown, Butfington, William W. Camp 
bell, Join H. Campbell, Carroll, Catheart, Jolin G. Chap- 
man, nan, Cocke, Coiiin, Constable, Cranston, Cro 
vier, Cunningham, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Jetferson Davis 


Delano, De Mott, Dixon, Dougiass, John H. Ewing, Edwin 


H. Ewing, Faran, Ficklin, Foot, Foster, Fries, Gentry, 
Giddings, Giles, Goodyear, Grider, Grinnell, Hampton, Har 
per, Hentev, Herrick, Elias B. Holmes, Isaae E, Holmes, 





John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hy 
James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph 2. Ingersoll, 
Jenkins, Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler King, La Sere, 
Lewis, Levin, McClelland, MeClernand, Jos. J. MeDowell, 
McGaughey, Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, Morris, Moseley. 
Niven, Owen, Parrish, Pendicton, Perrill, Phelps, Pollock, 
Price, Ramsey, Rathbun, Relie, Roberts, Julius Rockwell, 
John A. Rockwell, Russell, Sawyer, Schenck, Seaman, 
Severance, Leonard HL. Sims, ‘Truman Smith, Albert Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, 
Starkweather, St. John, Strohm, Strong, Thomasson, Ben 
jamin Thompson, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
‘Thurman, Tibbatts, ‘Tilden, ‘Trumbo, Vinton, Wentworth, 
White, Wick, Winthrop, Wright, Yell, and Young-—118. 
NAYS—Messers. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, J. Black, J. A. 
Black, Brockenbrough, Burt, Reuben Chapman, Chase, 
Clarke, Cobb, Cullom, Daniel, Dargan, Dillingham, Dobbin, 
Dockery, Dunlap, Erdman, Garvin, Gordon, Graham, Gro- 
ver, Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, Hopkins, Hough, Geo. 
8. Houston, Hungerford, Hunter, James H. Johnson, Joseph 
Johnson, Andrew Johnsen, George W. Jones, Seaborn 
Jones, Lawrence, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClean, Me 
Connell, MeCrate, James MeDowell, McKay, John P. Mar 
tin, Barkley Martin, Morse, Moulton, Payne, Perry, Reid, 
Ritter, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seddon, Simpson, Tredway, 
Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, Yancey, and Yost—68. __ 


ibbard, Washington Hunt, 
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So the item was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill having been gone through with, 

The SPEAKER said that the question would be 
on ordering the residue of the bill, consisting of 
items, on which separate questions had not been 
called, to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. G. W. JONES demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 


HOG ISLAND CHANNEL. 


Mr. HILLIARD moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the House had decided that the fol- 
lowing item should not be engrossed: 

‘* For improving Hog Island channel, at Charles- 
ton city, South Carolina, 425,000.” 


Mr. H. said that he made the motion because he 


had learned that this appropriation, besides the 


claims of the work as a harbor, was requisite for | 


the protection of Government works there. 


Mr. H. demanded the yeas and nays on his mo- 


tion which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Arnold, 


Raker, Blanchard, Bowlin. Brinkerhotf, Milton Brown, Buf. | 
fington, William W. Campbell, Carroll, Catheart, Cocke, || 


Cranston, Crozier, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Dixon, Ells- 
worth, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Foster, 


Gentry, Goodyear, Grider. Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, Hen- | 


| W. JONES demanded the yeas and nays, w! 


ley, Herrick, Hilliard, Elias B. I 
bard, Washington Hunt, Jas. B. 
Joseph R. tngersoll, Jenkin 
King, MeClelland, McIvai 


rish, Pendleton, Pollock, 0 


dimes, Samucl D. Hub- 





Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler 





amsey, Relfe, Julius Rockwell, 


Join A. Rockwell, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, | 


Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, 
Strong, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, Jas. Thompson, 


Thurman, Tibbatis, Tilden, Trumbo, Vinton, Wentworth, | 





Winthrop, Wright, and Young—73. 


NAYS—Mes Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Rayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James 
\. Black, Boyd, Brockenbrougi, William G. Brown, Burt, 


John H, Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, 
Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Constable, Cullom, Culver, Cummins, 
Daniel, Delano, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Douglass, 
Erdman, Ficklin, Fries, Giddings, Giles, Gordon, Graham, 
Hamlin, Haralson, Hopkins, George 8. ; 


drew Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Leake, La 
Sere, Lewis, Ligon, Lumpkin, Mactay, McClean, McCler- 
nand, MeConnell, MeCrate, James McDowell, McGaughey, 
MeKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Moulton, 


Niven, Owen, Payne, Perrill, Phelps, Price, Rathbun, Reid, | 


Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scam- 
mon, Seaman, Seddon, Alexander PD. Sims, Leonard iH. 
Sims, Simpson, Starkweather, Strohm, Sykes, Jacoh 
Thompson, Tredway, Wick, Williams, Wood, Woodward, 

Woodworth, Yancey, and Yost—98, 
So the vote was nol reconsidered, 
ST. CLAIR FLATS. 


Mr. F}TARMANSON 


moved a reconsideration 


of the vote, by which the following item had been | 


ordered to he engrossed: 

‘¢ For the improvement of the St. Clair flats, so 
called, so as to prevent their obstructing the pas- 
sare of vessels from Buffalo to the ports on Lake 


Michigan, $40,000.”’ 
The House refused to reconsider the vote. 


PASSAGE OF THE BILL. 


The question then recurred on ordering the resi- 
} 


Mr. G. W. JONES withdrew his demand for 
the yeas and nays. 


{ 
And the bill was ordered to be encrossed fora | 


third reading now. 

And Mr. WENTWORTH demanded the pre- 
vious question on the passage of the bill. 

Some conve rsation took place be tween Mr. G. 
W. JONES and the SPEAKER as to the engross- 
ment of the bill, 


The demand for the previous question was scc- | 


onded, 

And the main question (on the passare of the 
bill) was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. G. W. JONES called for the reading of the 
bill as engrossed, 


Mr. G. 8S. HOUSTON moved that it be laid on || 
yeas and nays, which | 
taken, resulted as fol- | 


the table, and asked the 
were ordered, and. being 


lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, | 


Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James 
Black, Jumes A. Black, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Milton | 


Brown, Wm. G. Brown, Burt, R. Chapman, Chase, Clarke, 


Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Daniel, | 


Dargan, Jefierson Davis, Dillingham, Dobbin, Erdman, Ed- 
win H. Ewing, Ficklin, Gentry, Gordon, Graham, Grover, 
Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, Hilliard, Isanc FE. Holmes, 
Hopkins, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hun- 
ter, James H. Johnson, Jozeph Johnson, Andrew John- 
son, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Lawrence, Leake, 
La Sere, Lumpkia, Maclay, McClean, McClernand, McCon- 
nell, McCrate, James McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, 





Barkley Martin, Morse, Moulton, Payne, Price, Reid, Nhe; 
i R 


| Sims, 
Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, Woodworth, Yancey, ; a 


i, Yost—éa, 


; Young—111. 


| bill pass ?’ 


funt, Charles J. Ingersoll, || 


| lows: 
, Marsh, Milicr, Moseley, Par- | Ic 


Houston, Hun- | 
gerford, Hunter, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, An- | 


due of the bill to be engrossed for a third reading. | 











itter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seddon, Alexand: 


; » F se rb, 
Simpson, Jacob Thompson, Tredway, Whe, 


NAYS—Mesers. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Arno) 
Ashmun, Baker, Blanchard, Bowlin, Brinkerhott, Bum)...’ 
ton, William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Cary, 
Catheart, Chipman, Censtable, Cranston, Culver, Cy 
ham, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Delano, De Mott, p; 
Douglass, Dunlap, Ellsworth, John H. Ewing, Fe 
Foot, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Giddings, Giles, Gooa 
Grider, Grinnefl, Hampton, Harper, Herrick, Pijas 
Holmes, Hough, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubba, 
Hungertord, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles. 


l 
MaATICS 


Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Daniel P. Kj, 
Thomas Butler King, Leib, Lewis, Ligon, MeCtetians 
Joseph J. McDowell, McGaughey, Mellvaine, Marsh. \ 

ler, Morris, Moseley, Niven, Owen, Parrish, 
Perrill, Phelps, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Relfe, Jy 
Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Russell, Sawyer. Sehe: 
Seaman, Severance, Leonard H. Sims, Truman 
Albert Sinith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Rob: 
Stanton, Starkweather, Stewart, St. John, Strohm. 
Sykes, Thomasson, 


Pendlet 





4 


Stroy 


senjamin Thompson, James ‘ty es 


| son, Thurman, Tibbatts, Tilden, Trumbo, Vinton, We, 


worth, White, Wick, Winthrop, Wood, Wright, Yell. 


So the bill was not laid on the table. 
The question then again recurred, ‘ Shall th 
; 


Messrs. COBP, BAYLY, BOYD, and Gro 


‘ Wi 


were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as | 


i- 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, . 
mun, Baker, Blanchard, Bowlin, Brinkerhoff, 





| Wm. W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, Catl a 
| John G. Chapman, Constable, Cranston, Culver, Cunni 


I 


Mott, Dix 
», Ellsworth, John H. By 


ham, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Delano, De 
Dockery, Douglass, Dunla 


| Faran, Foot, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Giddings, Giles. Go. 


| year, Grider, Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, Henley, Herr 
| Flias B. Holmes, Hough, J. W. Houston, Samuel D. fir 
| bard, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, J. B. Hunt. Ch 


} 





Ingersoll, Joseph KR. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Daniel P. King 
Thomas Butler King, Leib, Lewis, Levin, Ligon, MeCto 
lind, J. J. McDowell, McGaughey, Mellvaine. Marsh, 1 
ler, Morris, Moseley, Niven, Parrish, Pendleton, I 
Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun Relfe, Julius Rockwell, J 
Rockwell, Russell, Sawyer, Schenck, Seaman, 
Truman Smith, Aibert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb 
Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stewart, & 
John, Strohm, Strong, Sykes, Thomasson, Benjamin 
Thompson, James Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, ‘Ti! 
Trumbo, Vinton, Wentworth, White, Wick, Winthi 
Wood, Wright, Yell, and Young—102, 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Sarringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs 
Black, James A. Black, Boyd, 

Brown, William G. Brown, Burt, Reuben Chapman, Ch 


nn A. 
peverin 





Brockenbrough, Milton 


| Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Crozier, Cullom, Cummin- 


Daniel, Dargan, Jefferson Davis, Dillingham, Dobbin, | 
man, EB. H. Ewing, Ficklin, Gentry, Gordon, Grover, Hauuli 
Haralson, Harmanson, Hilliard, Isaac KE. Holmes, Hopk 

G. 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, James H. Join, 
son, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, G. W. Jones, Sea 
born Jones, Preston King, Lawrence, Leake, La Ser 
Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, McClernand, Met 


| MeCrate, James McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Bar 


ley Martin, Morse, Moulton, Owen, Payne, Perry, Phelps, 
Price, Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Scammon, 
Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpsoi 
Jacob Thompson, Tredway, Wheaton, Williams, Wilmot 
Woodward, Woodworth, Yancey, and Yost—90. 

So the bill was passed in the following form, to 
wit: 
A BILL making appropriations for the improvement 

certain harbors and rivers. 

Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representat 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, Th 
a sum of money be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, | 
be paid out of any unappropriated money in the treasury 
sufficient for the following purposes, viz: 

For the continuation of the breakwater strueture at Bui 
lington, on Lake Champlain, fifteen thousand dollars: 

For the continuation of the breakwater structure at Platts 
burg, on Lake Champlain, fifteen thousand dollars ; 

For the repairs and working of the steam-dredge on Lake 
Champlain, nine thousand dollars ; 

For the improvemement of the harbor at Port Ontano, on 

sake Ontario, ten thousand dollars ; , 
For the improvement of the harbor at Oswego, on Lake 


| Ontario, thirty thousand dollars; 


For the improvement of Big Sodus bay, on Lake Ontarno, 


five thousand dollars ; 


For the improvement of Little Sodus bay, on Lake Onta 


| rio, five thousand dollars ; 


For the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Gen 
esee river, on Lake Ontario, twenty thousand dollars ; 

For the improvement of the Qak Orchard harbor, State 0! 
New York, seven thousand dollars ; 

For the construction of a dredge-boat for Lake Ontano, 
twenty thousand dollars; : 

For repairing and improving the harbor at Buffalo, on 
Lake Erie, and the continuation of the sea-wall for the pro 
tection of the same, fifty thousand dollars; Oe 

For improving the harbor at Dunkirk, on Lake Erie, 
teen thousand dollars ; 2 siege 

For improving the harbor at Erie, on Lake Erie, forty 
thousand dollars ; : 

For improving Grand River harbor, on Lake Erie, te" 
thousand dollars ; ; 

For improving Ashtabula harbor, on Lake Erie, ten thou- 
sand dollars ; 
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For improving the harbor at Cjeveland, on Lake Erie, 
twenty thousand dollars ; 

For improving the harbor at Huron on Lake Erie, five 
thousand dollars ; ee 

For improving the harbor at Sandusky city,on Lake Erie, 
eleven thousand dollars ; ” : 

For improving the River Raisin harbor, on Lake Erie, 
thirteen thousand dollars ; 

For constructing a dredge-boat to be used on Lake Erie, 
twenty thousand dollars; 

Por the improvement of the St. Clair flats, so called, 80 as 
to prevent their obstructing the passage of vessels from 
Hufialo to the ports on Lake Michigan, forty thousand dol- 
lars; 





ror improving the Grand River harbor, on Lake Mich- 
ian, 80 as to give protection to vessels sailing on said lake, 
ten thousand dollars; 

for improving the harbor at the mouth of Kalamazoo riv- 
er, oun Lake Michigan, so as to give protection to vessels 
sailing on said lake, ten thousand dollars ; 

For improving the harbor at St. Joseph, on Lake Mich- 
jean, ten thousand dollars ; 


For improving the harbor at Michigan city, on Lake Mich- | 


ivan, forty thousand dollars ; 


For the improvement of Litde Fort harbor, on Lake Mich- 


igan, twelve thousand dollars; 

For improving the harbor at Racine, on Lake Michigan, 
fifteen thousand dollars ; 

For improving the harbor at Southport, on Lake Mich- 
igai, ten thousand dollars; 

ror improving the harbor at Milwaukie, on Lake Mich- 
igan, twenty thousand dollars ; 

lor improving the harbor at Chicago, on Lake Michigan, 
twelve thousand dollars ; 

For constructing a dredge-boat to be used on Lake Mich- 
izan, filieen thousand dollars; 


sand dollars; 


For constructing a breakwater structure at Stamford 
jedge, Maine, twenty thousand dollars; 


Jars: 
For continuing the works at Bridgeport, in the State of 
Connecticut, fifteen thousand dollars ; 


1, ley, Niven, Owen, Pendleton, Perrill, Perry, 
| lock, 
| John A. 


Por improving the harbor at Boston, forty thousand dol- | 


THE 


| lin, Cullom, Daniel, Dargan, Jefferson Davis, Dillingham, 


| S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, J 


Dobbin, Dockery, Erdinan, Ficklin, Graham, Grover, Ham- 
lin, Haralson, Harmanson, Isanc E. Holmes, Hopkins, Geo, 


James H. John- 


| son, Joseph Jolmson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, 


| Seaborn Jones, Leake, La Sere 


| Tibbatts, Tilden, Trumbo, Vance, 


for improving the harbor at New Castle, Delaware, fif- || 


teen thousand dollars; 

For improving the harbor at Port Penn, Delaware, five 
thousand dollars; 

For completing the Delaware breakwater, seventy-five 
thousand dollars ; 


or removing the obstruction at the Crook in the harbor | 


of Providence in the State of Rhode Island, five thousand 
doilars 5 

or improving the harbor at Baltimore city, twenty thou- 
sand dollars 3 

For removing obstractions in Newark bay, in the State of 
New Jersey, fifteen thousand dollars 3 

or improving the harbor at Havre-de-Grace, in the State 
of Maryland, twenty thousand dollars ; 

For the improvement of Savannah harbor, and the naval 
anchorage near Fort Pulaski, fifty thousand dollars ; 

‘or the improvement of Great Wood Hole harbor, Massa- 
ehusetts, four thousand four hundred and fifty dollars ; 

For continuing the improvement of the navigation of the 
Hudson river above and below Albany, in the State of New 
York, seventy-five thousand dollars ; 

For the improvement of the Ohio river, above the falls, at 
Louisville, eighty thousand dollars ; 

For the improvement of the Ohio river, below the falls, at 
Louisville, and of the Mississippi, Missouri, and Arkansas 
rivers, two hundred and forty thousand dollars ; 

lor removing the raft of Red river, and for the improve- 
ment of said river, eighty thousand dollars ; 

For repairs and preservation of harbor works heretofore 
constructed on the Atlantic coast, twenty thousand dollars. 


Mr. PAYNE moved that the title of the bill be | 


so amended as to read as follows: 
** An act making appropriation for works of in- 
ternal improvement within the States.’”’ 


Mr. McCLELLAND demanded the previous | 


question. 
There was a second. 


And the main question 
was ordered. 


Mr. WENTWORTH inquired whether it would | 


table ? 


»; Maclay, MeClean, MeCler- 

nand, McConnell, MeCrate, James MecDpwell, McKay, 

John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morse, Moulton, Payne, 

Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seddon, 

Alexander D. Sims, Sitapson, Jacob Thompson, Tredway, 

Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, Woodworth, and Yancey 
o 


~NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincey Arnold, 
Ashmun, Baker, Blanchard, Bowlin, Brinkerhoff Milton 
Brown, William W. Campbell, John IH. Campbell, Carroll, 
Catheart, John G. Chapman, Chipman, Cocke, Constable, 
Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Cunningham, Darragh. Garrett 
Davis, Delano, De Mott, Dixon, Edsall, Ellsworth, Jolin H. 
Ewing, Faran, Foot, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Gid 
dings, Giles, Goodyear, Grider, Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, 
Henley, Hernek, Elias B. Holmes, Hough, Joon W. Hous- 
ton, Samuel D. Hubbard, Mungerford, Washington Hunt, 
James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersot}, 
Jenkins, Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler King, Lawrence, 
Leib, Lewis, Levin, Ligon, Lumpkin, McClelland, Joseph 
J. McDowell, McGaughey, McIlvaine, Marsh, Morris, Mose- 
Phelps, Pol 
Price, Ramsey, Rathbun, Relie, Julius Rockweil, 

Rockwell, Russell, Sawyer, Schenck, Seaman, 
Leonard H, Sims, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Stark 
weather, Stewart, St. John, Strohm, Strong, Sykes, Thom- 
asson, Benjamin Thompson, James Thompson. Thurman, 
Vinton, Wentworth, 
Wheaton, White, Wick, Winthrop, Wood, Wright, Yell, 


Adams, 






| Young, and Yost—124. 
or improving the harbor at St. Louis, seventy-five thou- || 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. LEAKE inguired whether it would he in 
order to move the indefinite postponement of the 
further consideration of the title? 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order. 

And the title, as it stood, was then agreed to. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved a reconsideration of the 


| vote by which the bill had been passed, and de- 
| manded the previous question. 


There was a second. 
ordered; and, being taken, the vote was not recon- 
sidered. 

Mr. GENTRY moved that when this House ad- 


|| journs, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being ta- 
ken, were—yeas 9], nays 87. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

And after an ineffectual effort by Mr. Cuapman 


'| to give notice of a bill, 


The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions and memorials were pre- 


The main question was 


sented under the rule, and referred to the appropri- | 
|| ate committees: 


By Mr. McCLERNAND: The memorial of the Roard of 


| Trustees of the Protestant University of the United States, 


| vessels. and 22 owners and others of vessels. asking fj a : eat ; 
vessels, and 22 owners and others of vessels, asking for the || wants, and it was hardly to be expected that per- 
| feet accord could be had. 


be in order to move to lay the amendment on the | 


The SPEAKER said the amendment could not be 
laid on the table without taking the bill also with it. 


Mr. LEAKE asked Mr. Payne to accept the fol- | 


lowing as a modification of his amendment: 

‘To commence and carry on a general system 
of internal improvements by the Federal Govern- 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order, 
the previous question having been ordered. 

Mr. PAYNE desired to know whether it would 
he in order to add to this amendment the words 
“and for other purposes ?” 

The SPEAKER said it would not, (for the rea- 
son he had assiened. 

_ Mr. LEAKE asked that his proposed modifica- 
tion might be read. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND objected. 

Mr. RHETT asked the yeas and nays on the 
amendment, which were ordered, and, being taken, 
resulted as follows: 

Be eee, Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, 
AR edinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James 


\. Black, Boyd, Brockenbrough, William G. Brown, Buf- 
lington, Burt, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Col- 


in the State of Ohio, prayirg a grant of land to aid in the 
support of said institution: referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


IN SENATE. 
Monnay, Mereh 23, 1846. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, show- 
ing the condition of the building intended for a ma- 
rine hospital at New Oyleans, and the cost of com- 

leting it; the sum paid monthly for the rent of the 
yuilding now used, and the monthly expenses of 
the establishment; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Indiana, asking an appropriation by Con- 
eress for the construction of a wire suspension 
bridge across the Ohio river at Wheeling; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Reads. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition of mem=- 
bers of the bar at Pittsburg, asking that the unex- 


— 


pended appropriation for the salary of the asso- 
ciate justice of the Supreme Court for the third ju- 
dicial cireuit, may be divided among the several 
district judges in that circuit; which was laid on 


| the table. 


Mr. DIX presented a petition of citizens of Or- 
leans county, New York, praying the abrogation 
of certain treaties made with the Seneea Indians; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of citi- 
zens of the northwestern part of the State of Mis- 
souri, praying the adoption of measures for termi- 
nating the convention between the United States 
and Great Britain relative to the Oregon territory, 
and the extension of the laws of the United States 
over said territory; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. CAMERON presented several petitions of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying the adoption of 


| measures for abolishing slavery in the United 


| States. 


A motion was made to receive the peti- 


| tions; which motion was laid on the table. 


By Mr, JOHN G. CHAPMAN: The memorial of Francis | 


Dewing, of brig Noble, of Lubec, Maine, Bethuel P. Nick 
erson, of brig Chatham, of Boston, and 33 other masters of 


erection of a light-house at Blackstone’s Island, in the Poto- 
mac river. 


By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of William Hilton. | 


of Solon, in the connty of Somerset, of the State of Maine, 
for increase of pension: referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions. 


3v Mr. JAMES BLACK: The petition of S. Calvert Ford, i 


asking that his account may be settled, and the amount paid || and Colonel Long, of the topegraphical engineers, 


out by him for the benefit of the troops while at Carlisle, 
may be refunded: referred to the Committee of Claims. 
By Mr. J. B. HUNT: The petition of B. F. H. Witherell, 


| and others, for an appropriation of lands for the constrnetion | 
of a military road from Saginaw to the Straits of Mackinaw, | 


in the State of Michigan. 

By Mr. E. W. HUBARD: The petition of William B. 
Sanderson, William Hudgins, Daniel Martin, Peter Jackson, 
and 105 other citizens of Cumberland and Ruckingham, 


Virginia, praying for a new post-route from the village of 


Trenton, on Willis’s river, Cumberland county, to Colum- 
bia, in the county of Fluvanna, Virginia: referred to the 


| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 


By Mr. McCLERNAND: The petition of numerous citi- 


zens of Edwards county, Hlinois, praying a post-route from 


Evansville, in Indiana, vin New Harmony, Grayville, Al- 


bion, and Fairfield, to Salem, in the State of Minois: referred | 
| to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


sy Mr. CROZIER: A memorial praying Congress to make 
an appropriation to pay the Tennessee volunteers in the 
service of the United States in 1835 and 1836: referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. MOSELEY: The petition of Reuben B. Heacock 


and A. M. and 8. H. Grosaman, for compensation for prop- | 
erty destroyed by the enemy at Buffalo in 1813. Also the | 


petition of James Sloan for prize money, for aiding in the 
capture of the Caledonia during the war of 1812. 

By Mr. CATHCART: The memorial of David K. Petti- 
bone, and others, praying that a donation of public lands be 
made for the completion of the Buffalo and Mississippi rail- 
road: referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. Also 
of James Morgan, asking the correction of an imperfect 
survey: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


|| State of Illinois. 


Mr. BREESE presented the petition of Pris- 
cilla Green, widow of a deceased revolutionary 
soldier, praying a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of the widow 
of Charles Moore, a deceased revolutionary sol- 
dier, praying a pension: which was referred to 
the same committee. 


NATIONAL ARMORY. 

Mr. B. further presented the petition of 
Goffe, and many others, citizens of Louisiana, 
praying the establishment of a national armory at 
Fort Massac, on the Ohio river, in the State of H- 
linois. 

Mr. B. said, in presenting this petition, that he 
was happy to see that respectable citizens of another 
State had turned their attention to the proper loca- 


| tion of anational armory upon the Western waters. 


He said, much rivalry between adjacent States 
had existed as to the proper point, regarding in its 
selection great national interests and the public 


Mr. BL. said, that the 
point recommended to the notice of Congress by 
the memorialists was selected by a board of offi- 


| cers appointed by the President in 1841, composed 


of General Armistead, Surgeon General Lawson, 


who, after examining forty-eight different sites in 
the valley of the Mississippi, to which their at- 
tention was called by those interested in them, 
decided, after mature deliberation, in favor of Fort 
Massac, in the State of Illinois. Mr. P. expressed 
it as his opinion, that the site recommended pos- 
sessed a more happy combination of more im- 


| portant advantages than any other which could be 


} 
| 


selected; and he hoped, instead of increasing the 
appropriations, as was done by the last Congress, 
for the armories east of the mountains, at Spring- 
field and Harper’s Ferry, that prompt action would 
be had in establishing one at Fort Magsac, in the 
Mr. B. called the attention of 
the Senate to some extracts from the report of this 
board, and commended them to the attention of the 
Senate: 
DepaRtTmENT oF War, October 14, 1841. 

In compliance with the provisions of an act of Congress 
approved September 9, 1841, the President directs the for- 
mation of a board of officers, for the purpose of selecting a 


suitable site on the Western waters for the establishinent of 
a National Armory. 


The board will be composed az follows: 
Brevet Brigadier General W.K. Armistead, President. 
Surgeon General Thomas Lawson, ? Mem- 


Lient. Col. 8. H. Long, Topographical Engineers, | bers. 
William L. Henley, csq., Secretary. 
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‘The report then proceeds to say, at page 25: 
An equation, or rather a concentration, of the points of 


centrality which have been duly considered and determined | 


among the premises exhthited in this paper, may be drawn 
thercfrom in the following manner: ‘The point accessible to 
¢teamboat navigation, and nearest to the geographical cen- 
tre, is 
conte 
mouth of the latter. "The hydrographieal or commercial cen- 
tre. not onty from the representations made in this paper, 
but from agianece at the hydrography of the western coun 

try. ia obviously at the mouth of the Ohio river. Hence, if 


sitanted on Tennessee river, thirty miles above its | 
ce with the Ohio, or seventy-cight miles above the | 


' of the river downward to the southeast angle of said town. 


we take one-half of the navigable distance between these | 


two points, (viz: thirty-nine miles,) we shall have for the 
equated point, or point of concentration between the geo 


Oho, thirty-nine miles above its mouth, or one mile above 
Fort Massac, whichis one of the positions examined by the 
board as a site for the contemplated armory, and is regarded 
ae more favorable on all accounts for such an establishment 
than any other that has been examined by the board on the 
rn waters. Accordingly, we do not hesitate to desig 
note and select this position as the most suitable site tor 
the weetern armory. 

A perusal of our deseriptive memoirs in reference to sites 
at Massac, Caledonia, Cairo, Paducah, and Smithiand, to 
which we beg leave to refer for information with respect to 
their condition and relative advantages, will show satisfac 
sorily that the site at Port Massac, in point of Jocal situation, 
iience, and healthfulness, is preferable not only to 
the other sites just mentioned, but to any other positions in 
the neighborhood of either. 

SUMMARY ESTIMATE. 

We here subjoin a summary estimate exhibiting the prob- 
able cost of establishing an armory at Fort Mdssac 
the exception of such details as relate to the cost of steam 
engines, the items are derived altogether from the estimate 
of the commissioners of 1823, which are predicated on data 
more variegated, satisfactory, and authentic, than we are 
able to furnish in relation to the same items. 

Presuming, however, that the several items contained in 
the estimate may now be procured ata cost considerably 
jews than at the time when that estimate was made, we shall 
omit in every instance the allowance of 10 per cent., as 
made by the commissioners on account of contingencies. 
Our estimate is brieilv as follows: 

Four steam engines, of 18 to 20-horse power 
each, with two sets of boilers and furnaces, 
inclusive of fly-wheels, engine frames, foun 
dations, &e,, at 82,500 for each engine and 
ite fixtures 

Add, on account of superintendence and con- 
tingencies, LO per cent. on the above 

Sixty-one buildings, ineluding store-houses, 
otlices, quarters for officers, and mechanics, 
and workshops adapted to the reception of 
machinery, average cost, as estimated by the 
commis 828, for eight different 
sites, - 

‘Tools, patterns, lathes, and other machinery of 
various kind din the fabrication of 
arms, as estimated by the commissioners of 
1&2:3, : , . a - 

Miscellaneous articles, including wagons, 
horses, harness, wheel-barrows, and a great 
variety of utensils and implements, required 
in an armory, 


west 


feony 


210,000 00 


1,000 00 


ioners of 


156,280 75 
reir 


14,522 00 


is estimated by said commis 
sioners, - - - - 

Purchase of 1,000 acres of land, including old 
Fort Massac, as a site for the armory, the 
whole at a price not exceeding $10 per acre, 


1,549 00 


10,0008 00 


193.351 75 


Amounting to . ; 2 


Henee the estimated cost of establishing an armory at the 
site of Fort Massae is one hundred and ninety-three thou 
sand three hundred and fifty-one dollars and seventy-five 
cents, which is believed to be sufficient for all the purposes 
therein contemplated. 

The foregoing estimate is predicated on the supposition 
that the contemplated armory is to be established on a scale 
adapted to the fabrication of 12,000 stands of arms annually. 


SITE AT FORT MASSAC, ILLINOIS. 


Massac, or Massacre, (so called from a slaughter by the 
Indians soon after the occupancy of this part of the country 


‘and red onk, post oak, poplar, elm, maple, white walnut, 


&e. When cleared and cultivated, it yields tolerable crops 
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of corn, wheat, potatoes, and other esculent plants and ve- | 


getubles. 


Ist. A tract, including the site of old Fort Massac, bound- | 
ed on the west by the town of Massac, on the north bya | 


line running du@east half a mile from a line from the north- 
east corner of said town, on the east by a line running due 
south from the termination of the northern boundary just 
mentioned, and on the south by a line pursuing the margin 


| This tract or parcel contains 147 acres. 


j 


1} 
graphical and hydrographical centres, a position on the 


With | 


by the Freneh,) is situated on a beautiful plain on the north- | 
ern side of the Ohio river, 38 miles from its mouth ; 10 miles | 


below Paducah, at the mouth of the Tennessee river; 22 


=e 


miles below Smithland, at the mouth of Cumberland river: 


67 miles below the coal fields, in the neighborhood of Ca- ' 


seyville ; 293 miles below Louisville ; 870 miles below Whee- 
ling; and 950 miles below Pittsburg. It includes the site 


formerly occupied by a fort of the same name, and com- | 


mands an extensive view of the river, both above and be- 
low. ‘The fort stood upon the highest part of the plain, ele- 
vated about 20 feet above the reach of the highest freshets. 
From this position, which is near the margin of the river, 
the surface of the plain declines very gradually, both above 
and below, and especially in the rear—its dip in these di- 
rections being so slight that it is hardly perceptible. With 
the exception of a few small valleys and several narrow ra- 
Vines, that serve as drains and passways between the plain 
and the river, no part of the tract has an elevation less than 
10 feet above the range of the highest freshet, or 50 feet above 
extreme low water. 


The river in this vicinity has a width varying from five- 


eighths to three-quarters of a mile, and presents favorable 
landings along the Hlinois shore, from Massaec to the head 
of the Grand Chain, 10 miles below. 

The plain of Massac extends northwardly and northwest- 
wardly more than a mile and a half, and presents a surface 
remarkably uniform, here and there interrupted by ravines 
or runs of moderate depth, which serve as drains to convey 
oft the water that falls upon its surface. . 

The land may be regarded as second-rate only, and is 
Mostly unimproved, sustaining an open growth of white 


24. Atract situated on the north side of the tract just 


mentioned, and of the town site of Massac, its width from | 


south to north being halfa mile, and its length from enst to 


west being such that the tract will contain 453 acres—the | 


southerly boundary of this tract being coincident with the 
northern houndary of the town site, and also with that of 
the tract first described. 

3d. A tract of uniform width, containing 13 acres, may be 
added to the parcel first described, in contact with the 
eastern boundary of the same. 


ith. A tract of 27 acres may be added to the second tract | 


described, in such manner as may be required for the pur- 


pose of giving the most convenient form to the several par- | 


eels when combined: it being understood that no encroach- 


ments are to be made upon the town site for the purpose of 


making up the entire tract. 


The aggreente of the several tracts above designated will 


amount to 640 acres, or one section of land, which, we 
are authorized by Colonel Haynes, who is agent for the 
proprietors above-named, to state, may be purchased at a 
rate not exceeding 810 per acre for the several tracts above 
described; all of which may with propriety be comprehend- 


| ed in the site. 
The position of Massac, and the aspect and character ofthe || 


surrounding country, seem to indicate as complete exemp- 
tion from the causes of disease as those of any other position 
on the Ohio river, from Wheeling to its mouth. 


Inexhaustible supplies, both of stone and cannel coal, of | 


a good quality, may be obtained from the coal fields near 


Caseyville, 55 miles above the site; and bituminous coal, | 


of equal value, may be obtained from Muddy river, on the 
Mississippi, by water conveyance, through a distance of 190 
miles. 
ern margin of the great Mlinois coal field passes north- 
wardly on this point at a distance not greater than 20 or 25 
miles 


Sandstone, adapted to the purpose of building, may be ob- 
tained from the river hills on the Kentucky side, a few miles 
nbove Massac. Limestone abounds within a distance of 20 
or 30 miles, and copious supplies of building-stone of a su- 
perior quality may be derived from Tennessee river, at nu- 
merous points six miles and upward fromits mouth. Brick 


clay of a good quality may be had in abundance at and near | 


the site 

The iron fields of the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers 
lie at a distance of 29 to 30 miles to the southeast. from 
which abundant supplies of castings, pig metal, bar, boiler, 
hoop, sheet, nail iron, and nails, may readily be obtained. 


The forests in the neighborhood of the site abound in tim- | 


ber of the following varieties, viz: post, red, burr, and white 
oak, hickory, yellow poplar, gum, white ash, maple, wild 
cherry, yellow bireh, black walnut, elm, cypress, coiten 
wood, sycamore, &e., and Jumber of all kinds may be pro- 
cured in abundance by water transportation from the Ohio, 
Tennessee, and Cumberland rivers. ; 

Provisions of all kinds can be furnished at Massac in as 


great profusion, and on as favorable terms, as at any other | 


point on the western waters, The rates at which the prin- 
cipal articles of subsistence and various other commodities 
can be supplied are exhibited in the appendiv. 

Massac is accessible at all seasons of the vear, and in all 
stages of the river, to steamboat navigation—the depth 
across the bars at the Grand Chain, in extreme low water, 
being at least three feet, which is the minimum depth, not 
only from the mouth of the Ohio to this place, but to Pa- 
ducah, ten miles above, and thence up the Tennessee to 
the Chain, fourteen miles further, where abundant supplies 
of building stone may be obtained for purposes of construc- 
tion. 


Mr. B. said, in one article to which reference || 


was made in the report, that of coal, and so indis- 
pensable an article for the operations of an armo- 
ry, that the location was peculiarly favored in that 
particular, the immense coal fields of Ilinois ex- 
tending from near the site proposed, to Rock river, 
and covering thirty thousand square miles gyeater 


in extent than any three of the adjacent States; | 


whilst in supplies of every other material it was 
unsurpassed. 
were governed alone, in their report, by the nat- 
ural advantages this point presented; there being 
no town there, and no persons of influence to warp 
their judgment. 


priety of the selection, and will have its proper 
weight with Congress. The whole report, Mr. 


B. said, abounded with much valuable information, || 


and must induce all unprejudiced minds, on read- 


ing it, to concur in the opinion the Board express. || 
Mr. B., in conclusion, said he hoped this subject | 


Mr. B. said these commissioners | 


That cireumstance alone, Mr. | 
B. said, weighed very much in favor of the pro- || 


would be considered by the committee to which he | 
would move that it be referred, and that they | 


would report favorably upon it. He then moved 
that it be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs; which was ordered. 

Mr. SPEIGHT presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of the State of Mississippi, praying 


| 
| 


March 20, 











may be confirmed in their pre-emption rights; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented the memorial of 
citizens of Milwaukie, in the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin, praying the establishment of a mail-route from 
Detroit, in the State of Michigan, to Milwaukiec- 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, 
Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition of Mj- 
chael Bourden, a revolutionary soldier, praying 
ension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revahatioet y Claims. 
Mr. BAGBY submitted an additional document 
in support of the claim of Hugh Wallace Worley; 


' which was referred to the Committee on Naval Af. 


fairs. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial of citizens 
of St. Louis, Missouri, praying an appropriation 
for improving the navigation of the western rivers, 
for deepening the harbor of that city, and for the 
purchase of the Louisville and Portland canal: 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. DIX presented three petitions of citizens of 
New York, remonstrating against the renewal of a 
patent heretofore granted to Jethro Wood, for an 
improvement in the plough; which were laid on the 
table. 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented the memorial of 
Daniel Simmons, praying indemnity for the destruc- 
| tion of his property by the Seminole Indians in the 
Florida war; which was referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of the heirs 


conve '| of Jonathan Johnson, deceased, an officer in the 
Appearances justify the conclusion that the south- || 


revolutionary army, praying to be allowed commu- 
tation-pay; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 
| [A message was received from the House of 
| Representatives, announcing that the said House 
had passed a bill entitled “ An act making appro- 
priations for the improvement of certain harbors 
and rivers;’? which was read a first and second 
| time, and, on motion of Mr. DIX, referred to the 
' Committee on Commerce. ]} 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following reso- 


lution; whieh was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate, if not 
incompatible with the public interest, any corre- 
spondence which took place between the Govern- 
ment of the United States and that of Great Britain 
on the subject of the northeastern boundary, be- 
tween the 20th of June, 1840, and the 4th of March, 
1841. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the 
following resolution; which was agreed to : 
Resolved, That the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the 19th instant, made in obedience to 
a resolution of the Senate instructing the Secretary 
| to report the condition of the new building intend- 
ed for a marine hospital in the city of New Or- 
leans, &c., be referred, together with the docu- 
ments accompanying it, to the Committee on Com- 
merce; and that the said committee be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
| priation to complete the said building. 


Mr. NILES submitted the following resolution; 
which les over : 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be author- 
ized to continue J. G. Achott as an assistant mes- 
senger of the Senate, and that the usual pay be al- 
| lowed for his services as such from the Ist of 
December last to the end of the session. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, submitted an adverse report 
upon the petition of the heirs at law of Erastus 
| Brown; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. J. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of William Marvin, accomps- 
nied by a report; which was ordered to be “er 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Revolu- 

tionary Claims, submitted adverse reports upon the 
| petitions of Simeon Hubbard, William Starke 
test, and Beebe Wadhams; which were severally 

_ ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
| Public Lands, reported a bill to surrender to the 
| State of Tennessee all title that the United States 


that certain settlers on the public lands in that State | have to lands in ‘Tennessee, south and west of the 
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line commonly called the Congressional reserva- || 
tion line, and to release to said State the proceeds || 
of such lands as may have been sold by the State 
of Tennessee, as the agent of the United States; || 
which was read, and passed to a second reading. 
Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to compromise the claim of | 
the heirs of John Smith, sen., to certain lands under | 
a Spanish grant; which was read, and the report | 
and documents accompanying the same were or- || 
dered to be printed. 
Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Robert || 
Barclay, of Missouri; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading; the accompanying report was || 
ordered to be printed. 
Mr. Y. also asked that said committee be dis- | 
charged from the further consideration of the reso- || 
lutions of the Legislature of Ohio, in relation to the 
title to section 16, in township 3 north, range 16 || 
east, in Seneca county, Ohio, and that it be referred | 
to the Committee on Public Lands, which was || 
agreed to. 
-Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Pen- 1 
| 
| 














sions, reported a bill for the relief of George Win- | 
gard; which was read, and passed to the second 
reading. | 


Mr. YULEE moved that the prior orders be || 
postponed, and that the Senate take up the bill to || 
establish courts of the United States, and to pro- | 
vide for the due execution of the Jaws of the Uni- | 
ted States in the State of Florida; which motion |! 
was agreed to. 

The bill was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole; and a substitute was moved by Mr. YU- 
LEE; which was read. 

The bill proposes the appointment of three 
judges for the State of Florida; and it was sug- || 
gested by Mr. H. Jounson that this was an unusual 
and undue apportionment: to which it was replied || 
by Mr. Wesrtcorr that a separate judge was in- 
dispensable for the admiralty court, which the | 
interests of all the contmercial cities required should | 


| 
COURTS IN FLORIDA. 1 
| 





be held at Key West for six months in every | 
year. It-would be impossible for any judge, who 
was embarrassed by the duties of either of the || 
courts on the main land, (to which access was al- || 
ways inconvenient, sometimes impracticable,) to || 
attend to the duties at Key West. For this reason || 
an additional judge was asked. The extentof the || 
State, and its geographical division, called for the 
other two distinct courts and judges. Mr. H. ] 
Jounson then withdrew his pitettiod and Mr. |; 
Yue was about to make some remarks, when, || 
the hour for the special order having arrived— 

Mr. EVANS moved that the further considera- 
tion of the bill be postponed, and that the Senate || 
proceed to the consideration of the special order. 

Mr. ALLEN moved as an amendment that the || 
Senate proceed to the consideration of executive } 
business; which motion was agreed to. 

The Senate then went into executive session, 
and after some time spenttherein, the doors were || 
opened; when 

A message was received from the President of || 
the United States, transmitting a correspondence || 





} 


between the British Minister in Washington and || 

the Secretary of State, containing an arrangement | 

for the adjustment and payment of the claims of 

the respective Governments upon each other, ari- | 

sing from the collection of certain impost duties in 

violation of the second article of the commercial 

convention of the 3d July, 1815, between the two 

countries, and submitting to Congress the propriety 

of making provision to carry this arrangement || 
into effect. 

The message was referred to the Committee on | 

Commerce, and ordered to be printed. | 

The Senate then adjourned. | 

| 

' 

| 

| 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 23, 1846. 


The Journal of Friday (without being read | 
hroogh) was approved. 


The SPEAKER proceeded to call the States in |, 
their order for petitions. l} 
_Mr. R. CHAPMAN, on leave, gave notice of a | 
bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama the ex- | 
clusive right to the canal works at the Muscle and | 


Colbert’s Shoals, on the Tennessee river, and to | 


} 
' 


grant to said State, to carry on and complete the | 


THE CO 


same, all the unsold lands of the United States with- 
in the Huntsville land district, and so much of that 
in the Coosa land district as was acquired by the 
treaty of 1835 from the Cherokee Indians, 

TWO REGIMENTS OF RIFLEMEN. 

Mr. HARALSON rose (he said) to submit a mo- 
tion, of which he had given notice a week ago, 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, with a view to 


| take up the bill reported from the Committee on 


Military Affairs for the organization of two regi- 
ments of riflemen. And he notified the House, 


| that when that bill was disposed of, he should fol- 


low this motion up with one to take up the other 


| bills reported from the same committee, 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF asked the yeas and nays 
on the motion to go into committee, but subse- 
quently withdrew the call. 

Mr. BRODHEAD suggested that the committees 


should be called for reports, some eight or ten days 


having elapsed since they had had an opportunity | 


|| of presenting them. 


The SPEAKER said that to-morrow morning 
the regular business would be the call of the com- 
mittees for reports. 

Mr. BRODHEAD then gave notice that, if the 
motion of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Har- 


| ALSON] Should not prevail, he would move to go 


into committee on the bill in relation to the licen- | 


sing of canal boats. 


The question having been then taken, the vote 


stood ayes 68, noes 47. 
So the motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ADAMS made an ineffectual effort to pre- || 
| sent a petition. 


The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. McKay, 


| of North Carolina in the chair,) and took up the 


bill to raise two regiments of riflemen, and for other 
purposes. 
The bill was then read, as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 


ted States, there be raised, by voluntary enlistment, two regi- 
ments of riflemen, citizens ot the United States, to serve for 
the term of three years, unless sooner discharged. 

Src. 2. And beit further enacted, That each regiment shall 
consist of one co'onel, one lieutenant-colonel, one major, 


| one adjutant with the rank of first lieutenant, one sergeant- 


major, one quartermaster-sergeant, two principal musicians, 
and ten companies; each company to consist of one captain, 


| one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, four sergeants, 
| four corporals, two musicians, and sixty-four privates, who 
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53: 


| come, now or hereafter, we were not going to fight 
her with fico regiments, 

The question on the motion of Mr. McConneut 
was then taken, and, without a division, rejected. 

The committee then resumed the consideration 
of the aforesaid bill, which was read by sections. 

Mr. J. A. BLACK moved to amend the first 
section by substituting the word * disbanded”? for 
the word “ discharged;”’ which motion was agreed 

| to. 

Mr. SAWYER moved to ament the bill by 
striking out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
serting the Senate bill. 

The motion was not at present in order. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH moved to amend the 
first section of the bill by striking out ** two regi- 
ments,’ and inserting *‘ one regiment. ”’ 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF’ said that, if he could 
have the ear of the committee for a short time, he 
would, confining himself closely to the subject 
matter in hand, state briefly the reasons why, in 
his judgment, the amendment of the gentleman 
from Indiana {[Mr. Tuomas Smrrn] should not pre- 
vail. 

It would be seen that the Committee on Military 
Affairs had not thought proper to report to the 
House a bill to raise mounted troops, as recom- 
mended by the President. It would be recollected 
that the President had recommended the raising of 
two regiments of mounted troops. The Committee 
on Military Affairs, on further consultation with the 
War Department, and for reasons which suggested 
themselves to their minds, had come to the conclu 

| sion to report this bill, providing for riflemen strict- 
ly, not mounted, and for these reasons : In the first 
| place, as a measure of economy. A report had been 
made by the Secretary of War, and printed, con- 
taining detailed estimates of the expense of mounted 
| troops, as compared with riflemen not mounted, 
' from which it appeared that two regiments of ri- 
flemen strictly could be raised and maintained at 
| one-half the expense per annum of one regiment 


eee ce nc many arene ne ec 


| of mounted troops, consisting of the same number 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That, | 


| in addition to the present military establishment of the Uni- | 


shall be entitled to the same pay and allowances as are or | 
may be given to the infantry of the army, and shall be subject | 


to the rules and articles of war. 


Sec. 3 And he it further enacted, That the President of the | 


| United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 


Senate, is hereby authorized to appoint all the officers proper 


to be appointed under the provisions of this act; and all pro- | 


| metions in said regiments shall be filled by seniority in said 
| corps, as now provided for by law. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the President of | 


| the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, by like 
| voluntary enlistment, to add ten privates to the present num- 
| ber in each company of the existing regiments of dragoons, 


infantry and artillery, whenever, in his opinion, the exigen- 
cies of the public service may require the same. 
Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That the sum of 
thousand dollars, out of any money in the treasury not oth- 
erwise appropriated, be, and the same is hereby, appropria- 





| ted for the purpose of carrying this act into effect. 


Mr. McCONNELL moved that it be laid aside | 


in order to take up the bill regulating the appoint- |) during the last season. 


ment of clerks in the various departments. He | 


proves earnestly against the passage of the army | 


ill, declaring that the whole Oregon excitement | 
would terminate in smoke; and, so far as he was 


concerned, he should vote against every proposi- 


tion in relation to the aforesaid premises until the | 


American Senate should act definitely, and show 
the American people their hand. He would on 


all occasions vote against all profligate and waste- || 
ful expenditures of the people’s money, that was | 
deposited in the vaults of our national treasury, | 


stained with the sweat of honest industry and law- | 


ful enterprise. 

Mr. HARALSON said, as the bill had been 
taked up, he trusted that it would now be dis- 
posed of, and finally acted upon. He would 


| state that his bill had no reference particularly to 


the ‘* notice” which was, or was not, to be given 
to Great Britain, but that its passage was neces- 
sary in any event, whether there should be peace 
or war. He hoped, therefore, that it might be 
passed without any extraordinary discussion. He 
would simply repeat the idea he had heretofore 
thrown out, that if a war with England was to 


/ofmen. The inquiry then came, whether the ex. 
| igencies of the public service required a greater 
number of mounted troops than we now possessed, 
The committee were aware that we had two regi- 
ments of dragoons armed not only with the sword, 
but with the carbine, capable of serving either as 
horsemen or infantry. One of these regiments was 
in Texas; the other was on the frontier, west of the 
Mississippi. ‘The principal reasons why an in- 
crease of the army was required at this time, were 
two: one was the necessity of keeping up the pres- 
ent force on the Texan frontier, and the other was 
the necessity of providing adequate garrisons for 
| that line of block-house forts about to be establish- 
ed, as he trusted, and as recommended by the Pres- 
ident, on the route to Oregon. If mounted, they 
would not only be very expensive, but it would be 
difficult to subsist them. The Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs thought it better that these garrisons 
should consist of infantry—of riflemen, rather than 
of mounted troops; and during the season of active 
| operations, the department could, and would, dis- 


|| tribute the regiment of dragoons now on the west- 


ern frontier, (and which might be replaced by the 
other regiment of riflemen,) along the route, in a 
manner similar to that which had been adopted 
The committee were aware 
that the first reziment of dragoons had, during the 
past summer, visited the South pom of the Rocky 
mountains, and that their horses drank from streams 
emptying into the Pacific. In this way the com- 
| mittee thought that all the exigencies of the public 
service might be met, without incurring any great- 
| ly increased expense. 

I trust (continued Mr. B.) I am understood. 
One of the regiments proposed by this bill to be 
| raised, would take the place of the regiment cf 
dragoons now on the western frontier; and the other 
in consequence, with the first regiment of dragoons, 


'| would aet as garrisons for the block-house forts 


| 
| 
|| of what movable force would be required along that 


| about to be raised on the route to Oregon. This 
| regiment of dragoons would answer all the purposes 
| route, and we should thus have a double force at 
the same expense as a mounted force. 

It is true that this isnot a war measure. It does 
not look to warlike measures. It looks to the pro- 
| tection mainly of our emigration on the route to 
| Oregon, and to the necessity of keeping up the 
| present force on the Texan frontier. But in case 
‘| we should get into difficulty with Great Britain, it 


| 
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would be extremely convenient to have even two 
regiments on foot thoroughly organized and well 
disciplined. For my own part, although we are 
not proposing to enter on preparations for war, ade- 
quate to the pro ecution of a war, yet I conceive it 
to be the part of wisdom to make some prepara- 
tions. Upon that policy Great Britain is now act- 
ine. Of the fact there can be no doubt. In the 
New York “ Herald” of the 20th instant I see the 
report of a debate in the British Parliament. Sir 
tobert Peel, ina speech that he made, read an ex- 
tract from a letter which he had addressed to the 
Queen after his resignation as prime minister, dis- 
closing the course of policy that he would pursue 
in case Lord John Russel should be able to forma 
eabinet. In that letter Sir Robert Peel assures the 
Clueen, that, In case it should become necessary, 
(and he had alre uly declared in Parliament that it 
was necessary, and the British Government was 
acting on the suggestion.) in ease it became neces- 
sary, in view of the relations with the United States, 
to increase the estimates for the naval and miletary 
service, he would do Lord John Russel the justice 
to say that that increase was not wanted on account 
of any change in the relations with France; and he 
explains the true ground of that increase to be, 
that it looked to preparations for a rupture with the 
United States. Here is his laneuare: 

‘* Sir Robert Peel feels it to be his duty to add, 
‘that, should your Majesty's future advisers, after 
‘ consideration of the heavy demands made upon 
‘the army of the country for colonial service, of 
‘our relations with the United States, and of the 
‘ bearing which steam navigation may have upon 
* maritime warfare and the defence of the country, 
‘deem it advisable to propose an addition to the 
‘army and increased naval and military estimates, 
‘Sir Robert Peel will support the proposal; will 
‘do all that he can to prevent it from beme consid- 
*ered indicative of hostile or altered feelines to- 
‘wards France.”’ 

I say, then, (continued Mr. B.,) that Great Brit- 
ain, although probably not placing her forces on 
the full war footing, is still makine considerable 
preparations for a difficulty with the United States 
mm case such an occurrence should take place; and 
I say, therefore, that 1 believe it to be the part of 
wisdom in us to imitate, to some extent at least, 
her example. These two regiments, to be sure, 
would be nothing towards carrying on a war; but, 
nevertheless, they would be a valuable force. We 
need them now in the present exigencies of the 
public service; and if peace should finally be the 
result, they could readily be disbanded: but they 
wre needed for the present service, and in view of 
the contingencies which micht fairly be antici- 
pated, ; 

I trust itis not necessary for me to repeat the 
reasons why the Committee on Military Affairs 
prefer foot to mounted men. They are corsidera- 
tions of economy and the exigencies of the public 
rervice, There- 
fore, I hone the amendment of the eentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Ssrrx] will not prevail. One regi- 
ment is needed to supply the place of the first regi- 
ment of dragoons, and the other to garrison the 
forts on the route to Oregon, and to give protection 
to our emigration in connexion with another bill 
now before this body, and which, I hope, will re- 
ceive its favorable consideration. 

It will be perceived, also, that this bill proposes 
a small addition, by filling up the companies of the 
present military establishments. That proposition, 
too, has received the recommendation of the Secre- 
tary. I hope itmay be adopted. We see it stated 
ia the public prints—and nowhere contradicted, so 
we may assume it to be true—that the army of 
‘Texas is moving towards, or has actually moved 
to, the Rio Grande. Before this time it has doubt- 
less taken up its position there, and is in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the Mexican forces. 
that Mexico has been straining every nerve to 
eather a force to beat back that army, and has been 
threatening to march upon Texas. Itis well known 
to the members of this House, at least to such of 
them as were members of the last Congress, that I 
was no particular or especial friend to the annexa- 
tion of Texas, upon the terms on which it was ac- 
complished. | But the country is ours. The deed 
—be it for good or for evil, for weal or wo—has 
been accomplished. ‘Texas is a portion of our ter- 
ritory. She will soon be represented on this floor 
as one of the sovereign States of this Union. Be- 

ng ours, Tam for defending it; and for placing a 


Two regiments are necessary. 





We know | 





force there adequate to its defence, without sub- 
jecting her to the possibility of disgrace or disaster. 
Our army there is small, far smaller than that 
which Mexico, if she can raise the funds, will pre- 
cipitate upon it. If that small but gallant army | 
should be inadequate to the struggle, if its force | 
should be overwhelmed by the Mexicans, the moral | 


effect, aside from the disaster itself, would be most || 


deplorable. 
cans, now cowed down, and would encourage them | 
in their hostile policy towards us, And this would 


tures. Noman here can give expression to the | 
fi elings which would agitate him, if that gallant | 


It would raise the spirit of the Mexi--|} 
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of Congress, he believed that the courage of the 
members of this House was screwed to the stick. 
ing point, and they were remounted by a vote of 
the Jast Congress. Now we are asked to increase 
our force by an addition of two new regiments of 
riflemen. 

What were the reasons on which we were now 
required to give this additional foree to the army? 
The one given by the gentleman from Ohio, {Mr. 
Brivxernorr,] was that he wished to establish 


} | line of military posts on the route to Oregon, and 
involve the necessity of largely increased expendi- || 


little army should be overwhelmed for want of ad- || 


equate force. 
The head of the department having regular | 
charge of these matters, says, that the force now | 
in existence is not adequate to that, and the other 
duties devolving upon it in other parts of the United 
States. We all know that, for many years past, | 
the army, in its present strength, has been barely 
adequate to the maintenance of varrisons in our 


it required at least all the addition now proposed to 
be made. Suppose we made up that number, there 
was another recommendation made by the proper 
department, which he took to be the recommenda- 


| tion of the Executive, to increase the rank and file 


of the army now in existence; and while he was 


| perfectly in favor of establishing a line of military 


| another way. 


own territory, before Texas became a part of it. 1] 


How, then, can it be expected that it can perform 
its ordinary duties, whilst, at the same time, a 
laree force is to he kept up in Texas, unless some 
addition is made to it? 
friends of Texas, who differed with me last winter, 
now that they have rot the territory which they 
so much desired, will not shrink from the respon- | 
sibility of making such small addition to the mili- 
tary force of the country as 1 
place it beyond the contingency of disaster. 
Before IT take my seat, I will read the estimates 
of the relative cost of riflemen, mounted and not 
mounted, The annual expense for a regiment of 
mounted riflemen, with infantry pay and forage as | 


posts to Oregon—it should be done by all means— 
yet the very troops, the very soldiers necessary 
for these posts, might be obtained, perhaps, in 
There was another point which !9- 
bored in his mind, upon which he believed the ehair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs would 


A 
be able to inform him. We had now in the army 


| about one hundred supernumerary officers, receiy- 
| ing pay of their Government, without rendering 


I trust that these zealous || 


services; and he had voted at the last session of 


| Congress, and he would vote again with all cheer- 
| fulness, to dismiss them entirely from the service, 


| like the other citizens of the country. 
may be requisite to || 


nelr own exertions, 
But that 
measure failed in the other branch of Congress, 
and did not hecome a law. Now, before he could 


te4 


and leave them to depend upon t 


| sanction this bill, there must be a provision attach- 


ed to it, that under it there was not in any way to 


| be an addition of the officers of the army, until we 


dragoons, is $203,420 82. he annual expense of || 


a regiment of riflemen, serving on foot, is $120,- 
271 66; bene something more than half of that 
required for a mounted regiment. So that we can 
maintain two regiments of riflemen, serving on foot, 
for about the same expense of one regiment of | 
mounted riflemen, or dragoons; a difference, it will | 
be perceived, of no small account. 
lor these reasons | hone that the amendment of 
the gentleman from Indiana will not prevail, and 
that the bill, as it stands, may receive the favora- 
ble action of the committee and the House. 
Mr. HAMLIN obtained the floor, but yielded 
for the moment to— 
Mr. McCONNELL, who offered the following | 
amendment to the amendment: / 
** That all applicants for commissions to be ap- | 
pointed by the President, shall give honds and 
security honestly to abide the decision of said Exe- 
cutive, and if not epauletted or commissioned, then 


. ‘ 
first used those officers connected with it. And it 
might be that some of the patriotism manifested in 


/this matter might ooze out at the ends of the fin- 
| gers, not of gentlemen in this House, but of those 


to take the ranks as privates.”’ || 


Mr. HAMLIN said, upon the bill now before 
the committee, he desired to vote in accordance 
with the wants of the country; and if he could be | 
satisfied that the wants of the country demanded 
at this time a greater military force, he would vote 
for it. But, before he gave an affirmative vote for | 
increasing the army a single individual, or for add- | 
ine to its numbers a sinele officer, he asked that he 
might be better informed upon some points than he 
now Was, 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF (Mr. H. yielding the | 
floor) inquired of the gentieman if he was not in 
favor of carrying out the recommendations of the 
President to establish a line of stockade or block- 
house forts on the route to Oregon, for the protec- 
tion of our emigrants to that territory ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Iam. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF. Very well. Does the | 
gentleman from Maine imagine that our present 
military force is sufficient to man the garrisons at 
present existing, and also to continue the army of 
occupation in Texas, in addition to this line of de- 
fence to Oregon, without such increase as is pro- 
yosed ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. They may be; and, if not, 
there are more ways than one to make them com- 
pet nt. 

Mr. H. repeated that he desired to vote for this | 
measure, if it was necessary for the defence of the 
country. Two sessions since, he believed, Con- 
gress disbanded a regiment or more of mounted 
riflemen which were then existing. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF. No; they were barely | 
dismounted. 

Mr. HAMLIN continued. At the last session | 


| who are around this Capitol, and who, in season 
| and out of season, had urged this measure, for the 


purpose of securing for themselves a place in the 
reziments that should be raised. He was inclined 
to favor this bill; he would vote for it were nota 
better way to accomplish the end sought to be at- 
tained by increasing the rank and file of the army, 
and using these officers whom we now have, ar 
obliged to pay, and shall, he was afraid, be forced 
to keep. The suggestion he made was, that t 


| bill should contain a provision that all the super- 


numerary officers who are competent, at least, 
shall first be taken to supply the vacancies in thes: 
regiments. It would seem to him that neither his 
friend from Ohio, nor the chairman of the commil- 


|| tee who reported this bill, could object to a provi- 


sion of this character; and if they should object, 
it seemed to him that such a provision should ne- 


'| vertheless be attached to this bill. We have these 


| officers now under pay, and it is our bounden duty 


to take so many of them as are competent aud 

place them in command in these regiments, befor 

they gave their sanction to this bill. 
Mr. BRINKERHOFF (Mr. Hamurn yielding « 


his request) wished to correct a misapprehension 


of fact on the part of the gentleman, (Mr. Ham- 


| un:] and he confessed it was a misapprehension 
under which he (Mr. B.) labored at the last Con- 


gress, at the time of the action of this House to 


which the gentleman referred, in relation to these 


| (so called) “‘supernumerary ” officers. 


That name 


misled him, (Mr. B.,) as he believed it misled the 


gentleman from Maine, and many others in tus 


| House and the country. 


: . . ° : ait 
The manner in which this misapprehension had 
arisen was this: the staff of our army, which is ne- 


|| cessarily a numerous one, from the fact that our 
| army is so extensively distributed over such a vast 


extent of territory—this staff is composed of offi- 


| cers holding a commission in the line of the army. 


| An officer, by being placed upon the staff, does not 
lose his rank, or commission, or command, in the 


| line. 


Mr. JAMES A. BLACK made an explanation 
on this point. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF proceeded further to sey 
that these officers were withdrawn from service !1 
the line, and placed upon various staff duties; and 
withdrawn in such numbers that these ‘*supernu- 
meraries”’ (so called) were actually absorbed. and 
employed. They were called ‘‘supernumeraries, 
but they were in actual service, doing the duty of 
other officers of the line, regularly commissioned 












there, but who are employed on staff duty. So |, 


that, in point of fact, these (so called) “supernu- 
meraries” are not such as the strict acceptation of 
the term would indicate; they are doing duty, and 
they are where duties are required at their hands. 


THE CON 


There is, therefore, no surplus of officers in the | 


army, as at present organized; there are no super- 
numeraries, in fact, although they are so called, 
there being business for them in the line. 

After some conversation between Messrs. J. A. 


BLACK, BRINKERHOFFP, and JEFFERSON | 


DAVIS, 

Mr. HAMLIN resumed. ‘Taking the position 
of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Brixcernorr,] 
that there are no supernumerary officers in the 
army, then, what earthly objection could there be 
to the provision which he proposed? He simply 


asked that we should not unnecessarily increase || 


he inquired—he put the question to the gentleman, 


i 


why is it, we should increase the officers of the | 
| army if we have already those suitable even forthe | 


lower erade of officers? 


| who are suitable, why should they remain in the i| 


the lowest crades of commission in the service? If 


| they were suitable he would use them; if not, he | 


| would cut them off and leave them, like other citi- 
zens, to depend upon their own resources. 
He was entirely and unconditionally opposed to 


pay of the Government while incapable of holding |} 


|| raising these two reziments asa measure looking | 
| towards, or having any connexion with, a fear | 


our officers. If we have no supernumerary officers, | 


who are in fact so—who are doing nothing, as the || 


gentleman states—why then the amendment is | 


harmless. But he took another view of this ques- 
tion. Ile undertook to say that there were ae 
one hundred supernumeraries; 
upon hisown investigations, and upon the authority 
of thegentleman from South Carolina, {Mr.Biack.] 


and he repeated it, | 


The gentleman from Ohio stated that officers in the | 


line were taken out and placed in the staff. The 
duties of the staff, he admitted, were, at times, 
arduous and responsible; but it was too often the 
case, that when they were taken from the line, 
they were taken, not for the purpose of aiding the 
staf officers in duties which they required addition- 
al aid to perform, but because they were taken 
away to loaf upon the community, while these others 


of inferior grade discharged the duties they should | 
discharge. That there is a class of supernumera- | 


ry officers, it would seem, from examining the re- 
ports made to this House for the last two years, 
could not be disputed; and the gentleman from 
Ohio could ascertain that all the changes, by taking 
officers from the line and placing them in the staff, 
do not come up even to one-quarter of the super- 


numerary officers now in existence, and that have | 
He did not believe that these | 


been in existence. 
young men (for they were young men) were the 
proper persons to hold the higher offices in these 
regiments; but they were suitable for some place. 
If they were not, then put upon this bill an amend- 
ment that should strike them from the army roll. 
Why keep one hundred brevet lieutenants, who 
cannot be used in any way—who are so many 
drains oo the treasury of the nation? 


Mr. HARALSON (Mr. Hamu yielding) said 


the third section of the bill provided that * the | 


‘President of the United States, by and with the 
‘advice and consent of the Senate, is hereby au- 
‘thorised to appoint all the officers proper to be 
‘appointed under the provisions of this act.’’ If, 


therefore, the President of the United States should || 


think proper to select these officers of whom the gen- 


the authority under the third section of the law to 
do so; and if he thought the interests of the pub- 
lic service would be best promoted by passing over 
them, and selecting in their stead from civil life, 
the President had the authority to do it; and there 


was no necessity for the amendment which the | 
If they remained unneces- | 


gentleman proposed. 





sarily attached to the public service, he would go | 


with the gentleman to have them stricken from the 
roll; but by the third section of the bill, the discre- 


tion was given to the President to select these offi- | 


cers, and he would undoubtedly call them from 
Uus number of “ supernumerary officers,”’ if they 


were found the proper ones who were not other- 
wise employed. 


Mr. G.S. HOUSTON wished to put a question 
to the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, [Mr. a: 

Mr. HAMLIN declined further to yield the 
floor, stating that he had nearly concluded his re- 
marks, and then there would be an opportunity 


for any other gentleman who wished to take the | 


floor. 


If the — and extent of this third section (Mr. 
H. contined) was sufficiently broad to effect his 
object, he would not offer this amendment; but ac- 
cording to his reading of it, it gave the President 


= power to select these officers wherever he might 
c 


h 


{ 
} 





| even ofany difficulty between this Government and 
any other. He would vote against it, if it was 
sought to be sustained on this eround;: and he did 
| not precisely understand his friend from Ohio in 
his allusion to the lanecuare used by Sir Robert 
Peel. 


this or any additional force to facilitate emigration 
to Oregon by establishing a line of military posts, 
he would give his vote for it. 
be told that it was necessary as a countervailing 
measure to the acts of Great Britain, he would 
| vote against it as totally insufficient and inadequate 
to accomplish any such purpose. Believing, how- 
ever, that we should not make a single movement 
in relation to any foreign Power, because he ap- 
prehended no difficulty either present or prospec- 
tive growing out of our foreign relations; and be- 


Executive was to establish a line of military posts 
to Oregon; and because, whether recommended by 
the President or not, it presented itself to every 


posts should be planted 100 or 150 miles from each 
other alone the line of our citizens who are emi- 


recruiting and that sustenance and protection which 
|emigrating citizens always require,—he should 
go for the bill if so framed as to afford in a proper 
manner that assistance which it was the duty of 
the Government to bestow; and he appealed to the 
gentleman from Ohio that they should not encum- 
| ber his bill with the negative idea, at least, that 


who will not be wanted. If they are not wanted, 
let them say so, and let them be discharged. 


Sut if we were to! 


cause one of the measures recommended by the | 


member as a measure of vast importance that these | 


erating to the Oregon territory, to afford them that 


we were yet to retain hordes of officers in our army | 


Mr. YELL addressed the committee from a po- | 
sition in the Hall, and (in parts of his sentences) | 


| in atone of voice, which the reporter regrets ren- 
| ders it impossible to give anything more than a 
As far as heard, |; 


general sketch of his remarks. 


he said: In the investigation of this subject, the | 


committee of which he had the honor to be a 
member, and who had reported this bill, had never 
taken it into consideration as a war measure, but 
as one necessary in time of peace. They had 


; AS & peace measure, 
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whom he had spoken. 


And if we have not those |! 
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He asked any gentleman 
to tell him where, from Maine around our seacoast, 
a solitary full company was to be found. And 
where, from Green Bay across to the Red river, 
was a solitary full company? They were all in 
Texas. And yet we were told it is not necessa- 
ry to increase ourarmy! Mr, Y. gave his esti- 
mate of the number of posts which were required 
in Texas, on the route to Oregon, and at other 
points; and strongly urged the indispensable ne- 
cessity of the two regiments proposed to be raised, 
He also gave his reasons 
why he preferred this bill for the raising of twa 
regiments of infantry to the bill from the Senate 
for one of drasoons, as being more efficient and 
ealled for in a greater degree to co-operate with 


our present moilitary forces, and also as being 
} 


| More economical; these two regiments costing but 
He hoped the bill would be perfected as he || 
had intimated; then, if it were necessary to vote | 


a little more than one mounted regiment. 

With reference to this question of ** supernume- 
rary” officers, he expressed the idea that the alle- 
gation that there were so many unemployed was 
all a humbug, and that all of them, or nearly all, 
were in the service. 

Mr. JAMES A. BLACK, (Mr. Y. yielding,) 
in an explanation upon this point, said that the re- 
ports from the proper department showed that we 
now have three officers to every forty men, and 
ninety-five ** sapernumerary”’ officers beside. He, 
therefore, distinetly said that they were supernu- 
meraries. He had always said i: this House, and 
he repeated, that these men are employed, but 
they are employed in place of officers who are 
either on furlough, or who are incapacitated for 
service on account of age or disease. He further 
expres#ed himself in favor of the bill, and wished 
an amendment made to it providing for the imme- 
diate disbanding of these regiments when they 
should not be needed for the defence and interests 
of the conntry. 

Mr. HARALSON, (Mr. Yeu still yielding,) 
upon this collateral question of supernumerary ot- 
ficers, referred, for the information of the House, 


| to the report of the commanding General of the 


army, made to the Secretary of War, and commu- 
nicated to Congress at the commencement of the 
present session; in whieh, speaking of the super- 


| numeraries, he says: ** Ninety-five brevet second 
| lieutenants, graduates of the Military Academy— 


strangely called ‘ supernumeraries *—are,”’ by act 
of Congress of the year 18—, ** attached to com- 
panies, and doing duty with them.” 

~ Mr. YELL resumed, and in refutation of the 
charge against the officers of the army, that so 
many are unemployed and ‘supernumerary,’ en- 


| tered into an earnest defence and a fervid eulogy 


of the gallantry, bravery, and actual eiliciency of 


‘| ourarmy. No army in Europe, or the world, he 


made no calculations what may be the conse- 1] 


|, quences of our present unsettled state of relations 
tleman speaks—these ‘‘ supernumeraries,’’ ninety- || 


five of whom are in existence, according to the re- || 
port of the commander-in-chief—the President has | 


with Great Britain, with Mexico, or with any 
other foreign Power. They had taken the recom- 


mendations of the Executive and the heads of the | 


tion of our army; and, in so doing, they had come 
| to the conclusion that, in the present undefended 


not less than two regiments of dragoons are indis- 
pensable for the protection of the country, and of 
emigrants to the Oregon territory. He proceeded 
to an investigation to ascertain whether there is 
any necessity for an increase of our army, (for, af- 
tera candid and impartial view of the subject, he 
did not believe there was a man in this House, a 


} 
| 


situation of our western frontier, and in the de- | 
fenceless state of other portions of our country, | 


|; months. 


said, had done more service in proportion to its 
numbers than ours, in Texas, for the last twelve 
Talk about these supernumeraries !— 
Where are they? From the brigadier-general 
down to the brevet, there was not one. And these 


| ninety-five ‘‘ supernumerary” cadets, which the 


different departments, in relation to the organiza- || 


gentleman seemed to think were lying upon their 
oars, at their ease, perhaps, in some sitting-room, 
were some of them in command of companies, and 
were in Texas or elsewhere. And yet they were 
called supernumerary and useless! He was con- 
tent to leave the selection of these officers to the 


| President; he cared not whether they were taken 


from the line or from civil life; but such officers 


| should be selected for our frontier as knew some- 


thing about frontier service, and were familiar with, 


_ and fitted to endure, all its peculiar hardships and 


member of either party, who would go for the ad- || 


|| dition of a single man, if he did not find it to be | 
'| necessary.) With about seven thousand troops, 


| of which our army was at present composed, we 


| to defend upon our seaboard, the whole coast upon 
| the lakes up to Green Bay, and from Green Bay to 


|| the mouth of the Red river, besides sustaining the 
army of occupation in Texas, and defending our || 
western settlers and emigrants against sixty thou- || 


sand Indians 
| occupation in 
forees nowin the United States. We had per- 
haps four thousand troops there; and we could not 


= our frontiers. 


|| had the whole coast, from Maine to the Rio Grande, | 


dangers. 
Mr. Y. having concluded, : 
Mr. BOYD gave notice of an amendment he in- 


| tended to offer, when in order, to be inserted at the 
| end of the tenth line of the bill, providing ‘ that 


The army of | 
exas has taken all the availabie | 


muster, from Maine to New Orleans and around | 
| on our northwestern frontier, a thousand effective | 


oose, whether in civil life or in the number of | men; and we had but five hundred troops for de- || 
ose who are now connected with the army. But |) fence against these sixty thousand warriors of 


|| writing from the President of the 


‘such portions of the two regiments hereby au- 
‘ thorized, should be mounted whenever, and con- 
‘tinue mounted so long as, ia the opimion of the 
‘ President, the public service should require. 


DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


Whilst Mr. YELL was speaking, the commit- 
tee rose informally, and the Speaker resumed the 
chair, for the purpose of receiving a message In 
nited States, by 
the hands of J. K. Walker, Esq., his Private Sec- 
retary. : 

The reading of the message (under a manifest 
misapprehension of its purport) was called for. , 
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And the Clerk proceeded to read it, but had given 
only the faintest look at its contents, when general 
lanvhter followed, accompanied by calls to sus- 


THE C 


become an element in the political campaign of |! 


pend the reading, and to go again into committee. | 


The message covers a correspondence between 
the British Minister and the Secretary of State, in 
relation to a mutual arrangement for refunding 
duties upon imports improperly paid. 

The documents were aiedie’ to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, and were ordered to be 
printe d. 

The Chairman then resumed his seat in com- 
mittee. 


TWO 


Mr. MeGAUGHEY (when Mr. Yeu had con- 
cluded ) obtained the floor, but yielded it for a mo- 
ment to 

Mr. RHETT, who desired to put an inquiry to 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, {Mr. Hararson.] It was this: Whether this 
bill was & substitute for the bill from the Senate, 
which proposed to raise one mounted regiment, or 
whether it was propose dto take up that bil after 
the present one should have been disposed of? 

Mr. HARALSON’S reply (as he turned and 
addressed himself to Mr. Ruerr) could not be 
heard by the reporter on the left of the Chair, ex- 
cept to this extent, that “it depended on the action 
of the House ’ 


REGIMENTS OF RIFLEMEN. 


Mr. RHETT. If we pass this bill, what do you I 


propose wo do ? 

Mr. HARALSON (again not heard) was under- 
stood to say that the committee had given him no 
particular instructions. 

Mr. RHETT. What does the chairman say 
about it? 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF. It is not understood 
that the coniniittee is in favor of passing both bills; 
but we prefer our own. 

Mr. RHETT. Very well. 
wanted to know. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY now 
Not more than an average half of his remarks 
could be heard on the left of the chair. If the re- 
sorter heard enough not seriously to misrepresent 
1is points, he will have done more than he prom- 
ised himself. 

Mr. McG. expressed himself opposed to the 
whole bill, and proposed to give his reasons: for 
that opposition. Not that he entertained the idea 
that anything he could say would prevent its pas- 
sage. He had seen enough to satisfy him that a 
spawn of these little bills would be thrown upon 
the House before the final adjournment of Con- 
gress; all of which were to be passed. And he 
desired to justify himself before his constituency 
for declining to support this or any of the kindred 
measures which were to follow it. Any person 
looking merely at the bill itself would be dis- 
posed to say that it was a small matter, and that 
therefore it was not of much consequence whether 
it was passed this session or not; that it only pro- 
posed an expenditure of something over two hun- 
dred thousand dollars, and that that was nothing 
to such a nation asthis. But it ought to be looked 
to in connexion with all those other recommenda- 
tious of the President which the party in power 
coutemplated carrying into effect. That they 
would be carried out, he, for his own part, felt 
satisfied: and it was his desire, so far as in him 
lay, to place the country in such a posilion that 
one of these measures should not come in conflict 
with another. Congress was recommended to in- 
crease the standing army, and, as a necessary con- 
sequence, to increase the public expenditures; 
whilst at the same time they were to reduce the 
means-of replenishing the treasury, by a reduc- 
tion of the tariff. Uf we looked to the revenues of 
this country for the two or three years past, we 
should see that they were not so extremely large 
as to justify measures of this opposite character. 

We were told that this measure was er dis- 
tinct from any considerations connected with the 
Oregon controversy; and so he regarded it. He 
had not had an opportunity of assigning the rea- 
sons for the vote he had given in favor of the no- 
tice; but he would now say that he had so voted 
from a desire to place the two Powers in such a 
position that they would be bound to settle that 
controversy. He saw that it was a question af- 
fecting materially the interests of the people whom 
he represented, and he wished it settled as speedi- 
ly as possible, so that it might not lie over, and 


That is what I 


resumed the floor. 


1848. 


Mr. McG. then referred to the operations of the || tion on its way to Oregon; and after it once vets to 


new post office law, as a reason why no measures 
should be passed that could, with a proper regard 
for the public interests, be dispensed with, to in- 
crease the expenditures of the Government. 
man of ordinary intelligence could be so ignorant, 
and so sodden, and so brainless, as not to know 


No | 


that Congress must appropriate a large sum of | 


money to meet the expenditures of this department. 
He disavowed all intention of making war upon 
this Administration; all that he desired was, that, 
in carrying out their measures, they should so act 
as not to involve the country in debt. 


After referring to one or two pees in the re- 


marks of Mr. Yeux, (which called up that gentle- 
man in explanation,) Mr. McG. proceeded to say, 
that he wished to examine some of the arguments 
which had been brought forward in favor of this 
bill. It was said that this was a peace measure. 
They had been told that the notice was also a 
peace measure, and as such he had voted for it. 
Since then it had been regarded in some quarters 
as a war measure. But this was a peace measure; 


' and he wanted to know what necessity there was 


for increasing the standing army in time of peace. 
it was troublesome to get rid even of the common 


soldiers after they had once been raised, and it 


was confoundedly more troublesome to get rid of 
the oilicers; when once, like leeches and vam- 
pyres, they began to suck the blood out of the 
treasury, there was scarcely such a thing as get- 
ting rid of them. ‘There ought to be a provision 
inserted in this bill prohibiung members of Con- 
gress from taking commissions under it, that the 
makers of these offices might not themselves take 
them. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. McG. 
and Mr. BRINKERHOFF as to the relative force 
of the standing army under the administrations of 
Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison. 

Mr. McG. then proceeded. He wished to know 
(and he was himself a western man) what neces- 
sity there was for protecting the western frontier 
at this time. He spoke advisedly when he de- 
clared that there was no necessity for it. He knew 
that we were at peace with all the Indian tribes, 
He knew that the western people went among 
them; that they sold to them, aad bought from 
them; and that they passed to and fro with as much 
safety and security as through our own territory. 
We might as well require that when a man went 
to Great Britain to trade there, he should take a 
portion of the armed force of his country to protect 
him, as that he needed it with the Indians on our 
frontier. When had we heard of any murders? 
What had created the necessity for this increase of 
the army? Mr. McG. was understood here to re- 
fer to the Black Hawk war as an evidence that a 
standing army was not needed with reference to 
the Indians. Whenever an attack should be made, 


the men were there, with courage and rifles to pro- | 


tect themselves without the intervention of a stand- 
ing army. ‘They were able to defend themselves. 
Fle had been raised amongst the western people 


and the Indians, and he knew that the western | 


people asked not the protection of the arms of the 
United States. They would much rather that the 
money should be retained in the treasury, or ap- 
lied to some legitimate object of appropriation. 
rhis was the feeling of the western people. He 
denied the existence of a necessity for the in- 
crease of the standing army either with reference 
to this purpose, or to the line of stockade foris. 
And until that necessity could be demonstrated, he 
would vote against it. 
who believed a standing army necessary or proper 
in a republican Government. Did gentlemen de- 
sire that this country should be brought finally to 


the condition of South America, or of Mexico, | 
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were in a few days to be called upon to erect stock- 
ade forts for the sole purpose of protecting emicrn. 
Oregon, it was to protect itself. 

But this bill ought to be looked to in a financia} 
point of view. The expenditures of the present 
year would be equal at least to the income of the 


| Government; yet it was proposed to increase those 


expenditures. “He believed that the gentleman now 
in the chair (the head of the financial committe. 
of this House, Mr. McKay) was one of the prin- 
cipal guardians of the public treasury. It was his 


| duty to see that the income of the Government was 


at least as great as its expenditures. Before these 


warlike measures, which were intended for “piping 
i —_ 


| times of peace,’’ were adopted, it should be shown 


how they could be carried out, and yet the exnend- 


| itures of the Government not exceed its income 
We were not in a condition to be extravagant. 
We ought not to pass any bill until we saw our 


way clearly, and were satisfied that it would not 
involve us in debt. He regarded a public debt as 
one of the most ruinous things that could befal] q 


| country; nor would he for any purpose, except to 


| for. 


meet invasion, vote a single additional dollar. 

He had not risen for the purpose of discussine 
this subject with any hope of preventing the pas- 
sage of this or any other bill that might be asked 
But he had felt it to be his duty to call the 


attention of the committee to the fact, that all ap- 


pean of money required by these different 


sills must ultimately be provided. And he wanted 


gentlemen, before they gave their votes for ther, 
| to look to the mode and manner of providing th 


| funds. 


The South was in favor of a low rate of 
duties. He wished their scheme carried out. To 
some extent he should aid them. He wanted to 


| see which of the two sides was right; both could 


| ter tested. 


he wished the mat- 
But he did not want an accumulation 
of debt to follow. He wished to see the expendi 
tures of the Government curtailed and cut down— 
not increased. He should not believe in the sin- 
cerity of the South, if he saw them voting to reduce 
the rate of duties, and then voting for bills which 
rendered it necessary that the expenditures of the 
Government should rather be increased than di 
minished. He wanted to see where the South 
stood; to see it coming up to its own notch, 

Mr. ISAAC E. HOLMES. Did you vote fo: 
the harbor bill? 

Mr. McGAUGHEY. Yes; and if you want 
my reasons, I will give them to you. 

Mr. HOLMES. No; not your reasons, I only 
wanted the fact. 

~Mr. McG., after a few more words, took his 
seat. 


Mr. BAKER was opposed (he said) to the whole 


not be so; one must be wrong; 


measure, though he would be glad to give his sup- 


port to any legitimate and proper object of expend- 
iture, for G was a tariff man. But he considered 
that military expenditures was the worst way ol 
employing the public money. 

By the estimates submitted, it appeared that the 
two regiments of 700 men each would not cost 
more than one mounted regiment; and between the 
two propositions, he would greatly prefer that of 
the committee of this House. Light infantry were 
much more effective as a force than any cavalry, 
whether heavy or light armed. Cavalry were ex- 
cellent in their place to cover the flank of an army, 
or to act in combination with artillery, &c.; but 
for this service he could not see that mounted men 


| would be required. We had two regiments of 


He was not one of those | 


where the civil authorities were ruled, and awed, | 
and overturned from day to day by standing ar- | 
mies? ‘They had been the ruin of all republics. | 
He did not wish, however, to be understood as 


saying that he would not vote for an increase of 
the army if there was any necessity for it. Let 
gentlemen show him that necessity, either as 
against England or any other Power, and he would 
vote not for two, but for five hundred regiments, 
and for a proportionate increase of the navy. This 
we were told was a peace measure; it was the first 
time he had ever heard of raising a standing army 
as a measure of peace. In addition to this, we 


dragoons now in the serviee, and he had yet to 
learn that they had been of any use, except I 


the single service of their trip towards the Rocky 


mountains, which might have been a valuable ser- 
vice or not. So far as expedition and celerity wae 
desirable, he believed that light infantry coui 


move faster than dragoons, and he would take that 


march of the dragoons to the west as a test; and 1t 
appeared to him that light infantry would have per- 
formed the march much quicker. Light infantry, 
even for a single dash, as well as for a long march, 
were preferable. The history of our own wars, 
and those of Europe, had proved that infantry 
' could move with more celerity and were more efii- 
cient than cavalry. In the Peninsular war the 
light infantry were the most serviceable, to prove 
‘which he cited some instances. The expense o! 
infantry was not so great as that of cavalry. Two 


regiments of light infantry would not cost moré 
_ than one of dragoons. 
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was the estimate of the cost? He believed it was | 
«5,000,000. If so, it would be easy to calculate | 
the cost of the two regiments now proposed—as 
seven thousand men were to five millions of dol- 
jars, so would fourteen hundred men be to the cost | 
of the two regiments ; and it would be more than | 
two hundred thousand dollars, which was the | 
amount estimated, Nota single case had occurred 
in which the estimate for a regiment had not fallen | 
short of the cost. He believed that it would be | 
safe to put the expense at $300,000. He would 
give his reasons why he was opposed to any in- 
crease of the army. 
necessary. . 
It was said that we had two thousand miles of | 
additional frontier to defend. Was not the fron- | 
tier the only place where troops were wanted ? | 
What was the use of having any troops on the 
seaboard? Was not the fort of Governor’s Island, | 
or any other post, just as well manned by a force 
barely sufficient to take care of the guns, as by a | 
larger force? What necessity was there even for 
the force on the frontier? The position of the 
‘rontier had, in his opinion, been misrepresented. | 
He was a western man. He remembered the time 
when, standing on the banks of the Mississippi, 
and looking across that river, scarcely a hut was 
visible—when there was not a habitation between 
the Mississippi and the Pacific. A soldier was 
never wanted there, except in time of actual war; | 
aud then the regular troops were not deemed as 
very serviceable. There could be no Indian war 
without previous notice of it. ‘There would always 
be time for the Government to provide against it. 
The gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. Yer] had 
said that there were sixty thousand Indians on the | 
frontier; they might carry off our hogs or cows. | 
But he did not think that there would be any trou- 
ble with the Indians, unless there sheuld be a war 
with Great Britain. Certainly, there would be no 
necessity for additional troops for the protection of | 
the frontier from the Indians. Of what use would | 
be an army of more than 7,000 men now? 
Gentlemen talked about Great Britain; but still 
it was said that the bill had no reference to a war. 
The expense of these regiments could not be limit- | 
ed to any definite term. As the gentleman from 
Indiana had said, it would be difficult to get rid of 
the common soldiers, and still more of the officers. 
He considered seven thousand men as sufficient 
for the whole of our frontier, and he would say that 
the frontier was able to defend itself. Frontier | 
people had a love for adventure and excitement, 
and they would laugh to scorn the idea that they 
must be defended by United States troops. 
There were now 4,000 men in Texas, under the | 
command of Brigadier General Taylor, and to see | 
the pompous parade of general orders, one would 


suppose that General Taylor was commanding a | 


division at least. He thought the force more than | 
sufficient, unless there should be war, when twen- | 
ty regiments might be wanted. But it was said | 
that the additional force was not wanted in refer- | 
ence to Mexico. What, then, was it wanted for? | 
How long was this army to remain on the Rio 
Grande? Certainly not more than a year. Time 
would solve the whole mystery as to what was to 
be done in regard to Great Britain and Mexico. 
But he would say that the frontier was able to de- 
fend itself, and that seven thousand troops were 
suflicient for any practical purpose. It had been 
said that we were to take Oregon. It was no such | 
thing. There were not thirty Oregon men in this | 
House. The other day he drew up a resolution, 
declaring that the President could not consistently 
surrender any portion of the territory of Oregon, 
to which he had asserted that our title was ‘clear 
and unquestionable,”’ and all around him, Oregon | 
and antiOregon men, joined with the gentleman | 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Winturop,] to put it | 
on the table, as though it was treason, or altogether 
inadmissible for one moment. 

The controversy now was between 49° and 47°. 

his great question had degenerated into a question | 
whether the President should take the 49 
lel, or come down a little lower. There was nothing | 
in the Oregon question which could render neces- 
sary these two additional regiments. ‘The very un- 
certainty that hung over the Oregon question would 
prevent him from voting for this bill. He believed, 
that if a message should come in now at that door, 
informing us that the President had made a treaty | 
on 49°, it would meet with a universal burst of | 


paral- | 


THE 


He did not consider it at all || 





We had now 7,000 men in our army, and what approbation. What would be the use of the block- 


houses and. stockades that were talked of, unless 
we were to have Oregon? He did not want the 
people of Illinois to leave her fertile fields upon any 
doubtful enterprise. He did not wish them to go 


they were to be obliged to contend with British set- 
| tlers, he did not wish them to go. He was asked 


|| by some one, whether he would now build stock- 


|, ades beyond 49. 


He answered that he would 

comply with the stipulations of the treaty; but he 
| could see no use in taking any measures of this 
| sort unless we were to go to 54° 40’. 

‘This Government expended $13,000,000 a year 
| for the protection of the frontier and of our com- 
| merce, and yet our commerce did not require a 
gun, and the protectoin of the frontier could be 
safely left to the frontier people. 

He thought it very bad policy to increase the 
army in time of peace, Did any one suppose that 
these two new regiments would put us in any bet- 
| ter condition to sustain a war if one should occur? 


\| Something had been said about the cultivation of a 


| military spirit among the people, through the 

means of a standing army; but this was a great 
| mistake, for that spirit would be aroused among 
the people when circumstances required it. It was 
thought more genteel and convenient to fight on 
horseback; but all the * good fighting’’ that had 
| been done in this country had been done on foot. 

Here Mr. BAKER made some allusion to a re- 
mark of Mr. McGavueuey, which called up that 
| gentleman, and he explained, that he was in favor 
of protection to every branch of domestic industry ; 
a if the tariff of 1842 should be repealed, he 
should be in favor of such a system as would 
equalize all protection. 


is in favor of the tariff of 1842, and so aml. If 
the South and the Democracy should unite to put 
down the tariff of 1842; if they should kiss and 
make friends, after abusing each other on the in- 


dustry would be prostrated. If the alternative to 
the tariff of 1842 was supposed to be free trade— 


_ if the abolition of one was supposed to be the sure 





| 
| 
| 
= as sufficient force under any ordinary cir- 


means of obtaining the other—it would be found 
to be a mistake—a humbug. Much as he desired 
the maintenance of the tariff of 1842, if it could be 
permanently maintained, he would not consent to 


any increase of expenditure, unless it should be | 


applied to legitimate and expedient purposes. We 
were getting along so fast in expenditures, that 
gentlemen would be afraid to reduce the tariff. He 
would not vote for any increase of expenditure for 


the express purpose of keeping up the tariff. In- | 


stead of raising these 1,400 men, he would say to 
Mr. Polk, that he should be at liberty to call out 


a sufficient number of men in Illinois, Arkansas, , 


or elsewhere, for the defence of the frontier in case 
of necessity. ‘That would be the best way of pro- 
ceeding. This would encourage that military spirit 
among the people which gentlemen desired so much 
to see, and which was everywhere dying through- 
out this country. 

The militia system was dying out. 
more volunteers were formerly a fine military corps: 
but what had become of them now? Everywhere 
the system had fallen into neglect and disrepute. 


Mr. BAKER said, the gentleman from Indiana | 


ternal improvement question—then American in- || much abated, and, perhaps, it had been occasioned 


The Balti- | 


Persons could not be found to take commissions | 


in the militia. If it was wished to preserve a mili- 
tary spirit in the country, let the West believe that 


without the prospect of some practical benefit. If || 
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Mr. YELL here asked the gentleman, as a west- 
ern man, to say whether posts were necessary on 
the frontier, from the Red river to the Rio Grande; 
and whether, in his opinion, it was necessary to 
establish military posts in Oregon. 

Mr. BAKER, im reply, said that some few mili- 
tary 20sts were no doubt necessary ; but posts were 
one ee aed soldiers another. ‘The people would 
defend and take care of the posts without the aid 
ofastandingarmy. He was asked whether it was 
proper and necessary to provide a foree for the 
protection of emigrants to Oregon. He was a little 
doubtful on that point. He did not wish to en- 
courage emigration when our settlers were to be 
kicked and cuffed about between 47° and 49°, 

[A voice. “Will you then go to 54° 40’, and 
establish posts north of 49 ys 

No, (said Mr. B.) Not one of you will ever 
get beyond 49°. He would not encourage his 
people to go unless they should know what they 
were to do when they got there. We did not 
want fourteen hundred men for these posts. He 
would ask the gentleman from Arkansas, how many 
posts were required between the fronuer and the 
Rocky mountains? 

(Mr. YELL. Three. They will require two 
companies of infantry and one of cavalry.| 

Now, sir, (said Mr. B.,) it must be recollected 
that the people of Illinois would be very glad to 
go and garrison those posts. It would be a poor 
excuse for raising an army to protect the frontier 
against a few straggling Indians. How long was 
the Texas army to be kept in the field? If peace 
should continue, they must soon be sent back. If 


there were not troops enough now, then let the 


western riflemen be employed when additional 
force should be necessary; and when their service 
was over, let them return to private citizenship. 
Mr. CHIPMAN would not, he said, follow the 
gentleman in all his random excursions; but he 
would say that it gave him great pain to find that 
the gentleman’s zeal in behalf of Oregon had so 


by the apprehension that the tariff of 1842, which 


| was so deep adisgrace to our statute book, was 


| now in some danger. 


The gentleman said that 


| there were not thirty members who would stand 


up to-day for Oregon. The gentleman had come 
to the opinion that all our speeches were made for 
Buncombe, and that all the professions of patriotic 
zeal for the maintenance of our rights in Oregon 


were sheer hypocrisy. The gentleman had now 


found that economy was indispensable in the pub- 
lic expenditures. Where was his economy when 
he voted for the harbor bill ? 


The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. McGaveney} 


had forgotten that the poly of his party required 


| expenditure in order to up 


1old the tariff of 1842. 
When that question should come before the House, 
he would wish to occupy a day in showing the 
manner in which that system enabled a dunghill 
aristocracy to fatten on the blood of the millions; 


| but that hour rule put every one ina straight-jacket, 


and prevented him from stating his views to the 


| country, or in such manner as to be understood by 


they are to defend themselves from the assaults of || 


the Indians. 

Mr. YELL here remarked that the gentleman 
did not know anything about the Indians. 
was difficulty among the Indians themselves, and 
not between them and the whites. We were obliged 


to keep a force to protect the Cherokees from the |, 


Seminoles. The Seminoles were just as hostile to 
us as they were when they were removed from 
Florida. But we could whip them more easily 
where they now were than in Florida. 

Mr BAKER. They knowit. They know they 
will be whipped if they cut any capers, and there- 
fore there is no danger of any,outrages on their part. 

He considered the army of 4,000 men now in 


cumstances; and as to any difficulty with Mexico, 
we should see what we should see. 

He was asked whether he voted for the annexa- 
tion of Texas. He did vote for it, because he had 


| Texas, it would also be keptin regard to Oregon. 


| mate and proper objects. 


| ted States were not to be humbugged by any such 
There |} 


reporters, or by friend or foe. The gentleman 
from Illinois was opposed to these regiments on 
the score of their expense; but he (Mr. C.) would 
rather expend two hundred millions on any con- 
stitutional object than to leave money in the trea- 
sury to become a source of political corruption. 
No capital was to be made by preaching against 
extravagance and against appropriations for legiti- 
Ihe people of the Uni- 


pretences. They only asked for a fair distribution 


| of the money, not fora corrupting fund for pur- 


_ property and not on labor. 


*hasing up States and consolidating the Govern- 
ment to gratify a few Whig speculators. They 
asked for such a system as would impose a tax on 


‘op And they would be 
willing to draw the last red cent from the treasury, 


| rather than it should be the means of corruption. 


He would go into the State of Illinois, where mil- 
itary spirit was ata low ebb, and he did not be- 
lieve that he could get there a corporal’s guard for 
the defence of the frontier. No, sir, nor in the 
State of Michigan either. He had had the honor 


_ of holding a commission as brigadier general in the 
| militia, and whilst he had carried his bloodless lau- 
_rels, the gentleman had achieved great victories in 


the Mormon war. He therefore deferred to the 


a faint hope that if faith was kept in regard to | gentleman’s superior skill in such matters. 


[A voice. * Did you not say that Michigan 
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could take Canada in ninety days? How do you 
yroporr to do that for) P p . 
Mr. CHIPMAN. Ido not expect to do it by | 
sending troops from Michigan, or from any other | 
cuarter, to Canada. 1 expect to take Canada, not 
by force, but by the spirit which manifested itself 
in the patriot war. ITbelieve that that epirit which 


was then crushed by British power, would rise 


», if backed by the Government, and redeem 
c 1. Idid not expect to conquer Canada by | 
detailing « en soldiers from Hlinois, or Michigan 
ether. 
Our standings army (Mr. C. said) was 7,000 men, 
and it was reduced to that number not long aro 
1 ten thousand. We had been reducing the 
“ny, and under what state of facts? While we 
we were extending our frontiers, and adding a vast 
territory; and while we had the Cumanches and 
minoles, and other reveneeful and warlike In- 
cian triber on our borders, we were reducine the 
rmy. He would ask, if, under present circum- 
neos, an addition of fourteen hundred men to 
our standing’ army could be cones der d ase xtrava- 
ni Wa it not much bette rthan to employ eiti- 
n ley to take turns in lefi line the f} mntier ? 
it was a hbe! on the snirit of patriotism which per 
vaded our people, to say that they were pposed to 
*h an exie hiture it wa ud that we had rot 
seven thousand men.na ! that the V were enouch to 
flog all the world, and the Indians besides; but it 
Ws necessary, in his opinion, th il we should have 
a few more troo yin or er to take care of the forts 


i 


: 
d public property, and to show the Indian tribe: 
that it was the policy of t 


118 Government to protect 
the western frontiers. 


If we withdrew our regular troons from the fron- 


tier, it would require no prescience to know that 
our pe yple would suffer from the malignant hos- 
tility of the savare tribes, It was true there 
might be no war with Eneland for the mainten- 
anee of our rights, for there could be no strugee! 


for them when men shrunk from the defence of 
} d to Great Britain that 
political hypocrisy in our statesmen to claim 
any rights in Ore 

But was any one so silly as to suppose that these 
two regiments were to be raised for actual war? 
Stull there might be a war: and in that case, unless 
" 


h 


we made thi preparation, our frontier peop 
would be murdered by the Indians, under Britis 
t n, the moment the war began, and be- 
for 


re adequate protection could be provided 


Che West had been accused of encouraging an 


extravagant expenditure, because they asked that 
. tio +) sxes naid hy them should be 

a fair portion of the taxes paid by them should | 

ppropriated to the improvement of their river 


and harbers, so as to enable them to send their 


produce to the East, for the pure hase of their man- 


ufactures. Here Mr. C. went into an areument to 
iow that the protective tariff bore very heavily 
upon the western agriculturist. , ; 
Mr. 1. &. TIOLMES took the floor, and offered 
the following amendme: it, to Wil: 
Provided, That all appointments of officers in the 
two regiment Ul be made by transfers, promo 
tion from the office: of the prest nt ary of the 


United Stat 


On motion of Mr. HOLMES, the committee then 
rose, 
Mr. HARALSON offered a resolution to termi- 
nate the debate at three o’clock to-morrow. 

Pending which, (the hour growing late,) 

The House adjourned. 





¢ IN SENATE. ° 
Tvespay, March 24, 1846. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented three petitions of 
citizens of Oneida county, New York, remonstra- 
ting aeainst the renewal of a patent granted to 
Jethro Wood for an improvement in the plough; 
which were laid on the table. 

Vir. DIX submitted a similar remonstrance from 
citizens of New York; which also was laid on the 
tabie, 

Vir. TURNEY presented a document from the 
ecretary of War in relation to the pay and allow- 
ces of officers in the army; which was ordered 
Lo tye print d. 

Vir. DIX pre sented a memorial of Jacob PB. 
wk, praying that certain duties illeerally exacted 
from him ny the collector of the port of Ne w York 


< 
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( 
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“4 to him: which was referred to the from their employ, they allege that more than on, 
7.’ | . °,” 

thousand of the inhabitants, oat of about five thon. 
sand, entered the public service and shared +h, 


| 
| 
perils which belonged to it, either in the navy or 
} 


may be refunds 
Com: ultee on Fil . j 
Mr. HANNEGAN presented the petition of | 
citizens of Indiana, asking that Evansville, in that | 
State, may be port of entry; also that a 
he established there; which 
| 


in privateers. In the year 1813, Congress. 
is believed, acting under a just sense of the yal; 
ble services of the fishermen generally, and of + 
great importance of this branch of industry to 4] 
country, passed the law which is now proposed 
|| be repealed. It was received as a measure of 


marine hospttal m : 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. H. JOHNSON presented several resolu- 
tions of the Levistoture of Louisiana, instrueting 
their Senators and 1 


. t ) 
nesting their Representatives 


in Congress to use their exertions to obtain an ap- tice due toanemployment which had passed thro: 
proprintion for the erection of fortifications at New || creat and trying vicissitudes, and was believed t» 
Orlean: ; || be the basis of a permanent policy. The move. 
Mir. J. also submitted the following resolution; | ment here to change this policy has drawn fort 
which v t this memorial, from a class of men who are sel, 


7 
til 


Resolved, That the resolutions of the Legislature || heard of within these walls, though probably 


of the State of L iana, of the 10th instant, in- || Majority of them are friends and supporters of t) 
t t their | vito) and re qui sting their Rep- Administration, : ae 
tatives in C ess to call the immediate at- || ‘They declare their willingness that their cireu 
ntion of the Government of the United States to || stances and condition should be inquired into, as 
thi essity of « ine such fortifications and ar- || it would furnish unquestionable proof that no in- 
maments as will secure the eity of New Orleans || dividual within the knowledge of the memorialis: 


from invasion, be referred to the Secretary of War, || has acquired wealth by this pursuit alone; and 


d he be ed to report to the Senate a || that no fisherman, with a family to support, has 
plan for the defence of New Orleans, together with 1] acquired a surplus of property to sustain him in 
an estimate of th cpenses required to perfect the | his old age. They affirm that the fish: ry is at- 
works which may | recommended in said plan. | tended by considerable hazards in regard to sue- 


cess. That at times fish are plenty; at other tin 
so searce that the fares are scarcely adequate to 
| cover the expenses. They assert that such occur 


nted remonstrances of Francis | 
evan, and Alexis Porch, against | 


the confirmation of certain land claims; which A c 
were referred to the Committee on Private Land || Tences #re so common that fishermen are often 
i at 4 ai ‘ w a j 4 ° 7 © 
Claims || willing to engage for voyages, without an assuran 
|| from the owners of some certain compensation bhe- 
DUTY ON SALT. | 


yond the fare in case ofa failure. Sir, (said Mr. 
Mr. DAVIS » and said that he held in his || D.,)in corroboration of all this, I have a document 
ind the m ‘ial of three hundred and twelve || from another source, made by men of great pra 
rmen of the town of Marble- || tical experience, in which they estimate, in di 








d, eng { in the cod fishery. Their me- || for five years, the annual expenses and earning 
! was drawn in the most respectful manner, || of a vessel of sixty tons; and by this document 

l < ined facts which merited the considera- |! is less than 4300, without any allowance of interes 
f the ‘They were all practical men, || on capital, such vessel being manned by sev 
hay in the business; and, while || men. I do not propose to go into a discussion of 

upon a subject of great interest to |; this matter now; but, when a suitable occasion of- 

themselves, they had spoken as men of candor and || fers, I shall lay the facts before the Senate; and 

s | stated faets that ought to be understood || they will prove that the condition of a fisherman 
before legis} is had. is far from being enviable. 

They state theta bill is pending before the Senate || The memorialists hope that the Senate will find 
providing for the repeal of the act granting boun- || in these facts a full justification for suffering the law 
ties to 1 in the cod fishery, and a || of 1813 to remain in force. 
drawback u pickled fish. ‘They allege also || But, should they be guided to a different result, 
that they t] ened with the repeal of the duty || the hope is expressed that the great injustice w 
upon imported dry fish; and in order that the Sen- || not be inflicted upon them of repealing the duty 
ule may une nd their condition and compre- || imposed on dry fish imported. 
hend their connexion with this employment, they They allege that the business is carried on at less 
recur to thet t history, and allege that this cod || expense in the British colonies than here. And | 
‘v | ‘ chief occupation ever since || may add (said Mr. D.) that some foreign countries 
the settlement of the town, and for a period of more || and especially France, give large encouragement to 
than two hundred years. That, while connected || the cod fishery, which enables them, as well as thi 
with the mother country, legislative protection was || colonies, not only to appropriate to their benefit 
riven, Which so encouraged the business that they || the foreign market, but fish 1s sent, to some extent, 
realized greater prosperity, acquired more wealth, || into this country. The duty (said Mr. D.) should 

ind had a g population before the revolution- || remain, whatever may be the fate of the bounty 





itnessed at any period since. || and drawback. 


They affirm t heir population and wealth Is less | 3ut (said Mr. D.) they modestly place before th 
now than it v , || Senate another consideration, deserving probably 


the fishery was destroyed, || more care and regard than all others. They say 


se of it left comparatively in || they trust that they have requited, to some extent, 


a ruined con In that great struggle they de- || the privileges which have been accorded to them. 
clare that nearl: ‘whole male population capa- || They have obeyed the summons of the country 
ble of beari ntered the service and devoted || when her exigencies demanded their aid; and they 
+} | 


their best energies to the support of the common || say, what is known to all navigators, that this 


cause; and, sir, | take leave to add that no people || fishery is a nursery of seamen. 


juired deservedly a high character |} They have only hinted at their great merits on 
for patriotic devotion to the best interests of the || this head. While war is necessarily fatal to their 


country than the fishermen. employment; while it not only suspends their busi- 

That great and successful struggle over, they || ness, but leaves their shipping to waste, decay, and 
returned to their ancientemployment. They fitted || destruction, they have stood forward among those 
out vessels and pursued.the business with the zeal || who are first to vindicate our honor, to redress our 
and patience which characterizes them; but they || wrongs, and to bear the flag, beset with every kind 
had no protection, no encouragement from the || of peril, in triumph over the ocean. ; 
Government, and found it impossible to realize The fishermen (said Mr. D.) are accomplished 
success in competition with foreigners, who en- || native seamen, who possess the skill and experl- 
uch advantazes under their Governments || ence necessary to constitute able, efficient, and 

s they could not meet them on equal terms in the || successful mariners. It was remarked, I think, 
market. ‘They say that, under such discouraging || the other day, by the Senator from Missour!, [Mr. 


cireumstances, the question was whether the busi- || Bewrow,] that seamanship is an art which can only 
ness should bh indoned. Rather than submit || be acquired by time and experience; and in this he 
to such an alternative, thev applied for aid to Con- || spoke a truth’ obvious to all navigators. If war 
cress, and temporary relief was coneeded. This || should again recur, the question arises, where wii 
they add, together with a general war in Europe || you obtain such men for the service? What_re- 
which followed, enabled them to reolize a satisfac- |} source have you upon which you can rely? We 
tory measure of prosperity; but then came the have, it is true, a great commercial marine, but & 
embargo, and afier it the war of 1812, which again || very great proportion of the sailors, probably 
utterly prostrated the business. Being thus driven || more than eight-tenths, on board our vessels **- 


1846. 





caved in foreign trade, are foreigners—men enticed 


into our service by high wages, and not even na- | 


turalized—men having no ties of attachment to 
the country or its Interests. Will you confide its 
jestiny to such hands? Can you rely upon them 
to maintain your honor, to uphold your charac- 
ter, and to sustain, unimpaired, the institutions 
whieh we all cherish? No, sir; you look to oth- 
er resources, to our native-born sons, who will 
ne influenced by the strong ties of attachment 
and aflection. Among them you will find the 
hone, sinew, and nerve, so often spoken of in 
this chamber. You are sure to have these natives 
with you whenever the country is in peril, and 


on them you must depend to ward off the blows | 


ofall foreign adversaries. If this country is wise, 


it will never permit its soil to be desecrated by in- | 


vading armies from Europe. It now has twenty 
millions of people, who are strong enough, when 
waited, to make the ocean the great theatre of all 


‘ature strife, and there all battles should be fought. | 
if the question, then, is, whether the cod fishery | 


shall be abandoned, or shall continue to give em- 
ployment to many thousands of superior seamen, 
itis a very grave question for statesmen and patri- 
ots to decide, If the step proposed is likely to take 
from us this resource of national defence, it be- 
comes us to pause and meditate upon the conse- 
cuences. But, Mr. President, (said Mr. D.,) 1 will 
not enter more into the subject, as | have already 


passed the limits usually assigned to us in present- | 


ing petitions: I hope, however, to prevail upon the 


Senator from Missouri, who has long interested | 


himself in this matter, to read and consider the facts 


contained in this memorial. I have often been | 
moved by the eloquent descriptions of the hard- | 


ships and sufferings of the pioneers of the West, 
which have fallen from the lips of gentlemen in this 
chamber; and I ean assure Senators that, however 


creat and affecting they may be, they fall far short 


of the courage, toil, suffering, and peril incident to | 


these pioneers of the great ocean frontier; and Iam 
ure that if Senators would witness the trials and 
hardships of a single voyage to and from the Grand 
Ranks, I should be certain of their sympathies for 
ile fishermen. But, Mr. President, | will pursue 


the subject no further now, but shall resume it | 


again when the bill comes before us. 


Mr. BENTON said he had listened, as he al- | 


ways did, to what was said by the Senator from 


Massachusetts [Mr. Davis] with pleasure and in- | 


struction, As the honorable Senator had particu- 


larly ealled his attention to the subject, he would | 


say to him that there would be an opportunit 
vereafter for going more fully into the subject. It 


was understood that there was in course of prepa- | 
ration a tariif bill, and there was also a bill which | 
had been introduced by himself for abolishing the | 
‘uty on salt, and for abolishing the fishing boun- | 
ties and allowances, which were consequences of | 


the existence of that duty. When these bills came 
ip tor consideration, there would be an opportu- 
nity for going fully into a discussion of the subject. 
It was an old question—a question coeval with the 
foundation of the Government. At the very com- 
mencement of the Government fishermen applied 
for bounties, as an encouragement for carrying on 
their business. Mr. Hamilton made a report in 


favor of allowing bounties to various branches of || 
industry, and he specifically named fishing as being 


entitled to encouragement. Mr. Jefferson made a 
report, taking directly the contrary ground, utterly 
denying the constitutionality and expediency of 
paying money out of the treasury for carrying on 
any branch of private business. By searching the 
records of Congress gentlemen would find that 
these questions began to be agitated fifty years ago. 
_ Although Mr. Jefferson took the ground of the 
inexpediency and unconstitutionality of paying 
ioney out of the treasury for the support of indus- 
try, yet he made the case of bounty to fishermen an 
exception; he said it was a fair case for drawback. 
Che fishermen employed a great deal of salt; that salt 
paid a duty, and it was considered expedient that 
they should receive a bounty equal to the amount 
ofthe duty which they et f t was meant to be 
mud to those who exported their fish, and great 


“are was taken to see that they not only exported | 


them, but that they actually landed them in a for- 
“ign country before the money was paid. It was 


equally applicable to those who slaughtered beef | 


a pork, and salted that beef and pork for exporta- 
10n; 


finding they did not receive any bounty, ceased to 





but, after g time, the farmers of the West, | 


| care anything about it. 
sisted that it should be paid to them ; and how had 
they succeeded? ‘There were two sorts of reflec- 
tions vrowing out of this system of granting boun- 
ties: one was, that the business which received 
bounties from the treasury was ina declining state. 
The cod and mackerel fisheries having a double 
protection—having nearly a monopoly of the whole 
market, receiving money from the treasury, and 
the consumption of the finny article increased enor- 
mously; yet, with all these advantages, the busi- 
ness was going down, while every branch of busi- 
ness that had been left to its own exertions was in 
a flourishing condition. 

This was one point of view; but there was ano- 
ther, and it was the small proportion which the 
tonnage employed in these fisheries bore to the 
tonnage employed in other branches of trade. 
They had but half the amount which the whalers 
possessed—those who double Cape Horn, and go 
to a distance of 20,000 miles from any port that 
they can call their own, who make three years’ 
voyages, and are all that time employed in killing 
the monsters of the deep. While he would admit 
a degree of merit in those engaged in the river and 
coast fisheries, in the mackerel and cod fisheries, 
yet they were far below the whalers in point of 
numbers. 

Mr. B. stated the increase in the amount of ton- 
nage employed in the various branches of com- 
merce and the fisheries fora period of twelve years, 
commencing with 1833, showing a very dispropor- 
tionate increase in all other branches over that of 
the cod and mackerel] fisheries. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said that having the honor to 
number among his constituents many of that class 
of persons who are to be particularly benefited or 
injured by the repeal of the fishing bounty, he 
hoped he should be indulged in saying a few words 
upon this subject. He did not intend to enter at 
| large upon its discussion. He could not add force 
to the facts and arguments presented by the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, [Mr. Davis,| nor would 
he attempt it. His principal object was to show 
where he stood in reference to this matter—to show 
that when the question should come up on the bill 
| for repealing the fishing bounties, he should be 
|| found voting for what he deemed to be not only in 
accordance with the interests of his constituents, 
| but the interests of the country. He was against 
| the proposed repeal. He believed that the law was 
| entirely defensible, even upon the most rigid prin- 
' 
| 
| 
i 
| 





ciples of Democracy. The origin of the law au- 
thorizing certain payments upon the exportation of 
codfish, beef and pork, and pickled fish, was un- 
doubtedly that suggested by his friend the distin- 
guished Senator from Missouri—that ts, that the 
design was to give a drawback of the duties paid 
| upon the salt used in curing and preparing these 
articles for exportation. The phraseology of the 
law itself, and several of the early laws upon this 
subject, are too explicit upon this point to admit of 
doubt. But in process of time this object ceased 
| to be operative, and subsequent laws, bestowing 
| what was called the fishing bounty, came to rest 
upon an entirely different basis. It was some time, 
he said, since his attention had been particularly 
called to the subject, and he was therefore unable 
|| to refer with precise accuracy todates. But many 
| years ago—[1813, said Mr. Evans, |—yes, 1513, he 

bdieved, was the year, when, as the Senator from 
Missouri himself admits, the several interests under 
the law became separated. The drawback or boun- 
ty on beef and pork, and on pickled fish, was with- 
| held, but was continued on codfish; and was then, 





| he believed, also transferred from the amount of 


| were caught, and was regulated by its tonnage. And 


| it was at this period that the system was changed, - 


| and the law was placed upon a different basis. It 
| would seem that Congress, at that period, was dis- 
| posed to withhold generally the drawback of duties; 
| and the whole law would probably have been re- 

pealed, had it not been seen that, though those en- 
| gaged in the cod fisheries were no more entitled, 
| upon principle, to bounties, than those engaged in 

packing and exporting beef and pork, yet that 

some encouragement should be extended to the 
|, cod fisheries as a school for seamen, and a nursery 
for the navy. The law, therefore, though con- 
tinued in form the same, assumed a different basis, 
and was continued for a new and different object. 
And there can be no doubt, that this object was 
| justifiable, and the law judicious. Ali history 


| 
| fish exported to the vessel itself in which the fish 
j 
1 
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shows that upon these men—those engaged in the 
fisheries—the country must rely, in case of war or 
other contingency, to man the navy. They are 
among the hardiest, bravest, most orderly, and 
patriotic men that ever entered the naval or mili- 
tary service of this or any other country. The 
history of the last war abounds in proof of this. 
it is, then, decidedly for the interest of the country 
that this school should be continued. He admit- 
ted that the reference of Senators frequently to the 
resources of the country in cast of war, in the 
strong arms, brave hearts, and sound patriotism 
of the people, was sanctioned by re ason and ex- 
perience. Butall brave men are notseamen. This 
profession, as well as ethers, requires training. 
A sailor must be educated as seit and without 
this education, In vain might we have looked upon 


the pages of history for those brilliant vietories 
which adorned the last war, and which tended to 
bring that war to so early a close. f, then, the 


navy must be supplied by seamen, and the busi- 
ness of the cod fishery is a nursery for such sea- 
men, there is no ereater violation of prineiple— he 
meant of Democratic principle—in be stowing aid 
for the support of this school, than in supporting 
a school at West Point to educate youne centle- 
men forthe army. Both rest upon the same prin 
cime,. f one is justifiable, so is the other. 

Dut itis objected to these bounties by the Sen- 
ator from Missouri, that they go to the owners of 
the fishine vessels, and not to the fishermen them- 
selves. In reply, he would say that, in his view, 
it was of no consequence to whom the bounty was 
in the first Instance paid. It went eventually for the 
common benefit of all concerned in the voyage. 
‘The fishermen, it is well known, do not receive 
specific wages as in mereantile vovages: but in- 
stead thereof, have a certain share of the fish. This 
share jis enlarred by the fact that the owner re- 
ceives a portion of his profits of the voyage in the 
bounty received from the Government. If the 
bounty was received in the first place by the fish- 
ermen, they would receive a smaller share of fish. 
Aeain: the Senator from Missouri alludes to the 
whaling business, and says that though this busi- 
ness furnishes many and excellent seamen, those 
engaved in it neither ask nor receive any bounty. 
For this there was a very good reason, to wit: 
that none was needed. ‘The business was hichly 
lucrative; and on turning to New Bedford, Nan- 
tucket, and other ports at the North, we may see 
that laree fortunes have been accumulated init. If 
it were otherwise—if it was necessary to bestow a 
bounty on those engaged in this business in order 
that it should be continued—he for one, knowing 
how many good sailors it furnishes, and how de- 
pendent the country would be upon it in case of 
war, would cheerfully vote for such a bounty. But 
no such bounty is needed; and, indeed, the Senator 
from Missourt has drawn a comparison between 
this and the cod fisheries, showing that the latter 
is in a declining condition. If this be so, and he 
was not disposed to deny it, it certainly furnished 
no reason why the scanty aid now furnished it by 
the Government should be withdrawn. On the 
contrary, it would seem to be a strong reason why 
the aid should be continued. ‘The necessity for 
this aid is found im the fact alluded to by the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Davis,] that the 
inelish and French Governments afford liberal aid 
and encouragement to their fisheries, enabling them 
thereby to go into the markets of the world with a 
clear advantage over American fishermen. But he 
did not intend to enlarge upon this subject. At 
another time, when the bill should come up fora 
repeal of the law, he perhaps might avail himself 
of the occasion to express his views more fully. 

‘The petition was ordered to be printed, and laid 
on the table. 


THE DEBATE ON OREGON. 


Mr. ALLEN rose and said he desired to ask 
the attention of the Senate to the question of de- 
termining upon what day the Senate would be wil- 
ling to take the vote upon the passage of the Ore- 
con resolutions. It was now, he believed, forty 
or fifty days since the debate upon this subjeet 
was opened. How the intervening time had been 
consumed was known toall. He had no personal 
right to complain of the time consumed by other 
Senators in the discussion, after having himself 
consumed two days of the time of the Senate; but 
ne desired, for many reasons which it would not 
be necessary for him to state to the Senate, that 
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derstanding, on which to bring the discussion on 
the subject of the notice to a conclusion. He de- 
sired that the day should be made known, if prac- 
ticable, before the arrival of the day itself, in order 
to accommodate those of his fellow Senators who 


were compelled by circumstances to absent them- | 


selves for a short time, and who had named to him 


PHD: CONGR 


there should be some day fixed, by a general un- || tract the discussion at this time, because he was | opinion, the time had come when this - 
| : est 


unwilling to consume the time which rightfully be- 
longed to his honorable friend from Mississippi, 
[Mr. Cuarmers.] His object in calling the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the subject was, that Senators 


_ might reflect upon it, and unite in some informal 


the necessity which existed for such absence, and || 


who strongly desired to be present when the vote 
was to be taken upon this important question. By 


fixing the day many of those gentlemen might | 
probably reguiate their absence so as to be present | 
By leaving the me entirely indefi- | 


on that day. 
nite, the Senate might suddenly come to a vote, to 
the surprise and mortification of those who chanced 
to be absent; and to this extent injustice would be 
done to those Senators. 

He named these circumstances without naming 
the still greater and more important considerations 
connected with the great interests of the country. 
After some three or four months devoted to the 
consideration of this subject in the two Houses of 
Congress, it seemed to him that the Senate ought 
to be able to fix some day, and that not a remote 
one, when the sense of the Senate could be taken 
upon the subject. Ele was aware that the pre- 
vious question was not in use here; he was aware 
it was not the habit of the Senate to pass a resolu- 


tion to take a subject out of discussion, and to | 


direct the vote to be taken on a given day; but he 
was likewise aware that it had been their habit to 
have a conversational understanding that an end 
would be put to a protracted debate at a particular 
time. It was with this object that he now rose, 
and he would name Saturday next as the day on 
which the vote should be taken. This would 
leave suflicient time for the exposition of the views 
of those Senators who still desired to be heard 
upon the subject. He made this proposition in 
order that Senators might not be taken by surprise. 
Much had been said about quieting the apprehen- 
sions of the country. He had never indulged in 
that description of remark, and he thought it was 
entirely out of place as connected with the subject 


to which his proposition now had reference. He | 


made that proposition with a view of obtaining, if 
practicable, a general undevstanding as to the ume 
when the vote should be taken. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he did not know to 
what extent the practice to which the honorable 
Senator had alluded had prevailed in the Senate, to 
fix some given day for the decision of a pending 
question. Even uf there was a sule of this kind, 
or a practice which amounted to a rule, he trusted 


it would not be applied to a question like that 


which had been under discussion for several weeks 
past. It was, he believed, generally regarded as 


the most important question which had attracted | 


the attention of Congress for many years. He 
could not perceive the necessity for fixing any par- 
ticular day when the question must be decided; for 
if they were to do so, they might, to some extent, 
while aiming to promote the convenience of some 


members of the Senate, inflict a very great incon- | 


venience upon other members, by depriving them 
of the opportunity of delivering their views upon 
the question. That, he was sure, was not the ob- 
ject of the honorable Senator. 


therefore, in view of the well-known courtesies of | 


the Senate—of the well ascertained disposition of 


that body never, at any time, to press the vote upon 


any question when any considerable number were | 
absent; and, regarding the well-known disposition 
which prevailed on all occasions to consult the con- | 


venience of Senators, it seemed to him that it would 
be quite safe to trust to that courtesy that the Sen- 
ate would not, in the absence of any of its mem- 


bers, insist upon a vote, or take any proceeding 


that would disoblige or -prove a source of embar- 
rassment or inconvenience to any. 
there were various Senators who yet desired to 
make some observations upon the subject. Being 
one, and the humblest of the body, and the least 
disposed perhaps to throw himself upon the indul- 


He supposed i 


gence of the Senate at any time, he should never- 
theless feel disposed before the debate closed to | 


submit his views to the Senate. There were Sen- 


ators who might desire to be heard who were not 


present this morning; and, therefore, he would sug- 


gest to the honorable Senator from Ohio not to | 
press his proposition, but to allow it to lie over un- | 


tul to-morrow. 


Mr. ALLEN observed that he would not pro- |: 


understanding respecting the ume for closing the 
debate. 


SPECIAL ORDER=—=THE NOTICE. 


On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, the Senate then | 


| proceeded to the consideration of the special order, 


being the several propositions proposing to give 
notice to Great Britain of the intention of this Gov- 
ernment to annul the treaty for the joint occupa- 


| tion of the Oregon territory; on which subject— 


| series of remarks, of which the following is a brief || 


Mr. CHALMERS addressed the Senate, in a 


| abstract: 


The subject before the Senate was admitted, 
on all hands, to be one of the utmost importance. 
It looked to the termination of a convention which 
had been in existence about twenty-eight years, by 
the issuing of a notice of this Government of their 
intention to abrogate it, after the period of twelve 
months from the date of such notice. With some 
Senators, the expressed object of advocating this 
measure was to obtain, at the end of that period, 
possession of the whole of the Oregon territory; 
while others, who sustained the amendment of the 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Cotguirt,] were de- 


| sirous, by negotiation and compromise, to secure 


| argued that the responsibility of a conflict, if con- | 


an honorable and peaceful decision as to the con- 
flicting claims between Great Britain and the Uni- 
ed States. It was, therefore, a question of vast 
tmportance, demanding, on our part, deliberation, 
cireumspection, and firmness of action. 


It had been contended by several Senators that | 


if the existing differences on this question between 


the two countries should end in a war, the Presi- | 


dent would be held to a strict accountability for 
having brought this evil on the sommiey But he 


| flict should come, would not rest with the Execu- 


| tive. 


one of the most distinguished statesmen that had | 


regard to this question, the President had, in every 
respect, acted as his high position a es of him. 
He had followed in the steps of his illustrious pre- 
decessor. He had adopted the course laid down by 


ever filled the office of Secretary of State—Mr. 


It scemed to him, || 


Clay. 
sage from the-President, and compared them with 
the language used by Mr. Clay in his official 
correspondence; and went on to” show that the 


parallel of 49° was our ultimatum, as a line of di- |! 


vision. On this line our Government had taken 


their stand, even if the consequence should be a || 
war with the great and powerful nation with which t 


we are at issue. Whatever the responsibility of 
such a result, although it might be heavy enough 


to sink a navy, or to sink a world, let it then fall, | 


where it ought to fall, on that country which, with- 
out a color of title, would maintain its claims to the 
territory even at the point of the sword. 
course of the President, he was satisfied, would 
command the approbation of the whole world. 
Mr. C. then commented on the change which 
had exhibited itself in the language of some Sen- 
ators, since the introduction of the resolutions of- 
fered by the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] 
at the commencement of the session, when the 


Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Maneum] and || 


the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Arcuer] sus- 
tained the course which the Executive had taken. 
In the course of his experience he had never wit- 
nessed a more cordial reception of any official 
»aper than on that occasion; and if new views had 
een taken, new readings introduced, and a new 
construction had been given to the Message which 
was not warranted by its terms, the President was 
not to be held responsible for the change. 


He adverted to the resolutions adopted by the | 


Legislature of the State of Mississippi, and refer- 
red to the unanimity with which they had been 
adopted. He coincided with the tone and spirit of 
these resolutions. He believed that it was the 
sentiment not only of his State, but of the whole 


Union, that while we firmly insisted on our rights, | 


we should do it in a spirit of conciliation, support- 
ing the President in his offer of the 49th parallel, 


for the sake of preserving the peaceful relations | 


between the two countries. 4 , e 
He was in favor of the notice, because, in his 
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He thought that, in all his movements with | 


He then read some extracts from the Mes- | 


The | 











lor 
must be settled, peaceably or otherwise: and ie 


cause the adoption of this measure seemed to hin 
| necessary to preserve the peace of the country He 

wished it to be settled at an early day, not to a 
ify foreign nations, but to tranquillize our own cit; 
zens. He desired to see the President sustained in 
his course. The longer the delay, the more di 
cult would it become to obtain an amicable ser: 
ment. He was for the notice, and he hoped , 
_ would be adopted with the same unanimity as y ; 
| exhibited in the adoption of the resolutions of 


j 
There would be a mor 


ale 


tile 


| Senator from Michigan. i 
| force in such a harmonious vote, which would pro- 
_ duce a prodigious effect at home and abroad. A\\j 
in order that this issue might not be frustrated, ‘ 
deprecated everything like assaults on the individual 
opinions of those who might differ from ourselyes 
in their views. He had listened with much pl a. 
ure and admiration to many sentiments which had 
| fallen from Senators who were on the Opposite side 
| And he believed that, if war should come, as much 
| patriotism would be found, and as willing arms in 
defence of the country, on the other side of the 
Senate chamber as among his own political friends. 
There could be no panty feeling on this que stion, 
| When he approached it, he felt that the ground was 
| holy, and that he ought not to touch it without 
taking off his shoes. . 

The Senators who had stated that they saw no 
| reason for giving the notice had, he trusied, since 
| they expressed that sentiment, seen sufficient rea- 
| son for a change of opinion. We must now so act 
| as to preserve our country. He asked if Senators 
|| Saw nothing in the deep feeling of the public mind 
| which should urge us to bring this discussion to a 
close?) Hesaw much which alarmed him; and he 
believed that if something was not speedily done 
it would not be in the power of the Goverument to 
preventa resort to arms. He had, for some time, 
watched the indications of public opinion, which 
did not insist on 54° 40’, but desired an honorable 
and peaceable adjustment of the question. 

The desire of the President was, he believed, for 
the preservation of peace. He wasa man of peace, 
/ a man of kind feelings, not fond of the glory which 
|| is produced by war. From his messages, he (Mr. 
|| C.) gathered that he was favorable to a pacific 
| termination of the present difficulty. In none of 
| his language could be found a sentence showing 
| that he would not accepta compromise on the 49th 

parallel. He was desirous, doubtless, to get all 
| the territory if he could; but if the 49th parallel, 
| 
| 


substantially, were again to be offered, the Pres- 
ident does not say that he would not accept it. 

| Ele concluded with an expression of his hope 
| that all would yet end well; and that while Great 
|| Britain was setting such a glorious example on the 
subject of free trade, nothing would yet occur to 
|| produce a breach between her and the United 
|| States. 

i THE DEFENCE OF THE COUNTRY. 


4 During Mr. Cuatmers’s speech a message was 
received from the President in reply to a resolution 
submitted some days ago by Mr. Dayron, asking 
information as to the necessity of making addi- 
|| tional appropriations for the defence of the coun- 
‘| try, &e. 

| Mr. ALLEN called for the reading of the Mes- 
sage, and it was read, as follows: 


| To the Senate of the United States: , 

In answer to the inquiry of the Senate, contained 
in their resolution of the 17th instant, whether, in 
my “ judgment, any circumstances connected with, 
‘or growing out of, the foreign relations of this 
| country, require at this time an increase of our 
‘naval or military force;” and, if so, ‘* what those 
circumstances are,” I have to express the opinion, 
that a wise precaution demands such increase. 
| Inmy Annual Message of the 2d of December 
last, | recommended to the favorable consideration 
of Congress an increase of our naval force, espe 
| cially of our steam navy, and the raising of an ad- 
| equate military force to guard and protect such of 
our citizens as might think poor to emigrate to 
|| Oregon. Since that period, I have seen no cause 
| to recall or modify these recommendations. On 
|| the contrary, reasons exist which, in my judgment, 
| render it proper not only that they should be 
'| promptly carried into effect, but that additional 
| 





provision should be made for the public defence. 
The consideration of such additional provision 
was brought before appropriate committees of the 
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a Houses of Congress, in answer to calls made 


py them, in reports repared, with my sanction, | 
by the Secretary of War and the Secretary of the | 
Navy, on the 29th of December and the 8th of Jan- | 
uary jast; a mode of communication with Congress | 


not unusual, and, under existing circumstances, 
believed to be most eligible. Subsequent events 


have confirmed me in the opinion that these re- | 


commendations were proper and precautionary 
measures. 


It was a wise maxim of the Father of his Coun- | 


try, that, ‘*to be prepared for war, is one of the 
most efficient means of preserving peace ;”’ and 


that, “avoiding occasions of expense by cultiva- | 


ting peace,” we should ‘remember, also, that 


timely disbursements, to prepare for danger, fre- | 
quenily prevent much greater disbursements to |) 
repel it.”’ ‘The general obligation to perform this | 
duty is greatly strengthened by facts known to | 


the whole world. A controversy respecting the 
Oregon territory now exists between the United 
States and Great Britain; and while, as far as we 


know, the relations of the latter with all European | 
nations are of the most pacific character, she is | 


making unusual and extraordinary armaments and 


. warlike preparations, naval and military, both at 


home and in her North American possessions. 
it cannot be disguised that, however sincere may 


be the desire of peace, in the event of’ a rupture, | 
these armaments and preparations would be used | 
against our country. Whatever may have been | 


the original purpose of these preparations, the fact 
is undoubted that they are now proceeding, in part, 
at least, with a view to the contingent possibility of 
a war with the United States. ‘he general policy 
of making additional warlike preparations was dis- 
tinctly announced, in the speech from the Throne, 
as late as January last, and has since been reiter- 


ated by the Ministers of the Crown in both Houses || 


of Parliament. Under this aspect of our relations 
with Great Britain, I cannot doubt the propriety 
of increasing our means of defence, both by land 
and sea. This can give Great Britain no cause of 
offence, nor increase the danger of a rupture. If, 
on the contrary, we should fold our arms in secu- 
rity, and at last be suddenly involved in hostilities 
for the maintenance of our just rights, without 
any adequate preparation, our responsibility to 
the country would be of the gravest character. 


Should collision between the two countries be | 


avoided, as I sincerely trust it may be, the addi- 
tional charge upon the treasury, in making the 
necessary. preparations, will not be lost; while, in 
the event of such a collision, they would be indis- 
pensable for the maintenance of our national rights 
and national honor. 

I have seen no reason to change or modify the 
recommendations of my Annual Message in regard 
to the Oregon question. The notice to abrogate 
the treaty of the 6th of August, 1827, is author- 
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1} 
|| promote as unanimity in our councils, and a firm 
| maintenance of all our just rights. 
JAMES K. POLK. 
| Wasuineton, March 24, 1846. 
Mr. WEBSTER rose for the purpose of inqui- | 

ring into a matter referred to in it, without intend- 
| ing to make any commentary or any remarks what- 
ever. It would be perceived, from the reading of 
the message, that it was the judgment of the Pres- 
ident that an increase of our means of defence, both 
military and naval, had become necessary by the 
circumstances of the country. The amount or ex- 
tent of that necessary increase was not stated in the 
message, but the President had stated that esti- 
mates showing the extent of the necessary increase 
of our means of military and naval defences had 

been communicated from the appropriate depart- 

ments of the Executive Government to the appro- 

priate committees in that and the other House of 
| Congress, for their advisement and consideration. 
| He would not complain at all of this mode of com- 
| municating to the members of Congress the judg- 

ment of the Executive on such highly important 

and vital subjects; he would not complain of it, 
| because,.as the President had said, it was not un- 


_usual. Recently, it was not unusual; but the prac- | 


|| tice was of recent origin, and, in his judgment, it 
|| was one not to be encouraged. He did not know 
|| whether the honorable members of the Senate who 
| were respectively at the head of the different com- 
|, mittees had communicated these estimates in any 
| way to the body to which they belonged. And he 
rose to inquire, therefore, beginning with the hon- 
orable Senator from Missouri, who was at the head 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, what that 
| communication was, and whether he could not sug- 
gest some mode of bringing it to the knowledge of 
| the whole body of the Senate, because it was said 


in the message that these estimates were made with 


| 
eared to him that, thus sanctioned, they should 
ave been brought before the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON rose and observed, that a proper 
introduction to an answer to the honorable Sena- 
tor’s inquiry would be to say that the information 
had been communicated to the committees by the 





| ° _ ° pe . ° | 
| the sanction of the President himself; and it ap- 
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returned to him again. They were transmitted to 

| the committee merely for the purpose of enabling 
them to make the proper estimates. ‘These reports 
were voluminous, and were not communicated to 
the Senate, because it was the understanding that 
they should be returned to the Secretary of the 
Navy. ‘They were accordingly returned. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he had intended only to 
make the inquiry, but he desired now to follow it 
by asingle remark. After what had fallen from 
the chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
he wished to ask two things: First, whether the 
Secretary of the Navy, in communicating the esti- 
mates, informed the committee that he had the 
sanction of the President to those estimates? And, 
secondly, whether the communication which the 
Senater stated had been made to the Senate, con- 
tained the same information, to wit, the estimates 
prepared forthe committee, under the sanction and 
direction of the President? 

Mr. FAIRFIELD replied that the communica- 
tion to him of the fact that the estimates had re- 
ceived the sanction of the President was a verbal 
communication from the Secretary of the Navy, 
who had transmitted them, and therefore was not 
communicated to the Senate. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he understood the Senator 
to say, then, that the only authority upon which 
he based his knowledge of the estimates having 
been made out under the sanction of the President 
was a verbal communication, and that not even 
that Was communicated to the Senate by him, on 
introducing the bill for the augmentation of the 
navy. It would be seen, therefore, what was the 
true posture of this affair. 

le had only further to say, that, as soon as 
might be convenient to the honorable Senator who 
was chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, who, he presumed, had received information 
in the same way of the estimates from the War 
Department having received the sanction and been 
|| prepared under the direction of the President—he 
hoped that as soon as it might be found convenient 
by the honorable Senator, (it was altogether in the 

| Senator’s own discretion, of course,) he would 
communicate, as far as was proper to be commu- 


heads of Departments, in conformity with appli- | nicated, and no further, to the Senate the informa- 
| eations made by the committees, which applica- 1] tion which the committee had received. If there 
tions were in obedience to resolutions passed at || WaS a portion proper to be kept private he was 
the commencement of the session, instructing the | quite content to leave it to the discretion of the Sen- 
committees to inquire and report what increase, if, ator from Missouri. But such portions of the Pres- 
any, was necessary to be made in the military and | ident’s recommendations for the augmentation of 
'naval defences of the country. The committees | the military means of the country as were fit for pub- 
were prompted, as a matter of course, to make the || lic communication and public discussion here, and 
inquiries of the proper Departments of the Gov- || public information throughout the country, he 
ernment; and the Miftary Committee having made || should be very glad that the gentleman from Mis- 
‘application to the proper organ, the Secretary of || Souri, whenever it suited his convenience, would 
War, that functionary returned an answer, which | communicate to the Senate. 
answer was in the hands of the committee. There || Mr. BEN'TON observed, that as chairman of the 
was much of it which it might be very proper | Committee on Military Affairs, he deemed himself 


ized Ly the treaty itself, and cannot be regarded 
as a warlike measure; and I cannot withhojd my 
strong conviction that it should be promptly given. 
The other recommendations are in conformity with 
the existing treaty, and would afford to American 
citizens in Oregon no more than the same measure 
of protection which has long since been extended 
to British subjects in that territory. 

The state of our relations with Mexico is still 
in an unsettled condition. Since the meeting of 
Congress, another revolutiog has taken place in 
that country, by which the Government has passed 
into the hands of new rulers. This event has pro- 
crastinated, and may possibly defeat, the settle- 
ment of the differences between the United States 
and that country. The Minister of the United 
States to Mexico, at the date of the last advices, 
had not been received by the existing authorities. 
Demonstrations of a character hostile to the Uni- 
ted States continue to be made in Mexico, which 
has rendered it proper, in my judgment, to keep 
nearly two-thirds of our army on our southwest- 
ern frontier. In doing this, many of the regular 
military posts have been reduced to a small force, 





inadequate to their defence should an emergency } 


arise. 

In view of these ‘ circumstances,” it is my 
*‘jadgment” that ‘¢an increase of our naval and 
military force is at this time required,’ to place 
the country in a suitable state of > eam At the 


’ 


same time, itis my settled purpose to pursue such 
a course of policy as may be best calculated to 
preserve, both with Great Britain and Mexico, an 
‘onorable peace; which nothing will so effectually | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


perhaps to make public, but there were other parts 
which the committee thought it would not be 


only the organ of that committee, and as soon as 
he had the sanction of the committee he would 


roper to make public. The information was all || have great satisfaction in communicating to the 
| in the hands of the committee, however, (he spoke | Senate the information which the honorable Sen- 
of the Military Committee alone,) and they had | ator desired. 
‘not deemed it necessary to take action upon it. || Mr. WEBSTER was understood to say (from 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said, in answer to the inquiry | his seat) the Senator is an organ that I have more 
of the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, as |, confidence in than I have in some other organs. 
far as related to the Committee on Naval Affairs, Mr. BENTON (also from his seat) remarked 
| that, subsequently to the passage of the resolution | that he regarded the Secretaries of the Departments 
| of the honorable Senator from Michigan, [Mr. | as being the organs of the President. 
| Cass,] instructing the committee to inquire what || Mr. CASS requested the reading of that part of 
| measures, if any, were necessary to be taken for || the message which referred to the increase of the 
| the defence of the country, letters were written, || army and navy. He remarked that if he had un- 
| by direction of the committee, to the Secretary of || derstood it correctly, the President now recom- 
| the Navy, requesting information and estimates; | mends a greater armament than was recommended 
| and in answer to this and the other inquiries per- |, by him at the early part of the session. 
| tinent to the case, a communication had been re- The passage having been read by the Secretary, 
| ceived, and had been read to the Senate and pub- || Mr. CASS said he would merely remark that, 
lished; and, in conformity with it, a bill had been || notwithstanding every effort of his in the Senate, 
a 


reported, and was now upon the calendar, provi- | nd out of it, this matter had been allowed to slee 
ding for the building of ten steamers. || for many weeks, and he was glad to find that it 
Mr. J. M. CLAYTON inquired whether the || was now pressed upon their attention by the Ex- 
| Naval Committee had reported all the information || ecutive message, and not by British cannon. 
Mr. J. M. CLAYTON inquired of the chairman 
| or, whether any other communications had been || of the Committee on Naval Affairs how many 
| made to them by officers of the rite te 2 | ships-of-war were recommended in the communi- 


which they had received from the department?— | 


which had not been laid before the Senate? cation of the Secretary ? 
Mr. FAIRFIELD said the communication was || Mr. FAIRFIELD replied that he did not at that 
accompanied by reports from the heads of the va- | moment recollect the number. He had paid but 
rious naval bureaus. These reports were made | little attention to the matter, believing that the re- 
by the heads of the bureaus to the Secretary of | commendation of the Secretary of the Navy was 
the Navy, and by him transmitted to the commit- | adequate to the exigency. It had passed out of 
‘tee, with the understanding that they were to be. his mind. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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The message was ordered to be printed. 

And, on motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration ot bxe cutive busi- 
eas, and, after some time spent therein, the doors 
were open a, 

And, on motion of Mr. SEVIER, 

‘The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tvurespay, March 24, 1846. 


7 it Journ al of yesterday havine b en re ud in 


ir. Met (ONNELL moved that the further read 
mie in dis pensed with, and th ut the tlo f 
itself inte ¢ committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 
The SPEAKER said that there was a resol 


tion pending at the adjournment yesterday, wl i 
1 be the first business in ord - 

‘The question was then taken on the motion th 
the reading of the Journal be dispensed with, 
waiving | en aezreed to, - 

‘The Journal was approved. 


Vir. JAMES 


senta memorial, 


‘THOMPSON asked leave to pri 


Objection was made, 
ve ; 6 swmre ‘PITT EY MEN 
rwO REGIMENTS OF RIFLEMEN. 
The Hiouse } roceeded to the consideration ¢ F the 


resoiuuion iit 
i 
i 


roduced by Mir. HLARALSON yesterday, 
and pending at the time of adjournment, providin 
e W hole on the 


** bill to raise two revi 


that all debate in Committee of tl 


, ' 
state of the Union, on tie 


ments of riflemen, and for other purposes,’” 5 all 
terminate this day at three o’clock, unless the com 
mittee shall sooner come to a conclusion thereon. 

Mr. ROBERTS moved that the resolution be 


laid on the table. 


‘Tellers were ordered, and subsequently (on th 
i . 





call of Mr. Cops) the yeas and nays. 
And the question, ** Shall this resolution be laid 
on the table?”’ 


nevatlive, 


was then taken, and decided in 1 
as follows: 








Y EAS—Messra. Abbott, John Qniney Adams, Arnold 
Atkinson, Baker, Barringer, Bell, Brockenbrough, M n 
Brown, Reuben Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cr 
(frozier, Culver Daniel, Darragh, Ga tt Davis, D 
Dockery, wn wing, Foot, Giddi Cio a,G 
fivider, Grin i, Ilampton, Harper, Herrick, Hillined 
Hiough, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, W. Hunt, Jan 
Hlant, Joseph R. fngersoll, Jenkins, Daniel P. King, i 

wet { iat’. # i M wi Vi i i i. 

eGaughey, Melivaine, Marsh, Moseley, P 
bun, Rhett, Roberts, Julins Rockw 

Runuk Ru ell, Sawtelle, Scammon, Schenck, ( 
rey rice Truman 1, Al rt nith, Ca > i> 
vart trohin I leaux l | 


Nhompson, ‘l'rumbo, Vinton, White, Winthrop, Woo 
Wricht, and Young—7 








NAY S-——Messrs tephen Adams, Anderson, Bi 
enton, B lac! James A, Black, Bov 
sovd, Briy ham G. Brown, Wi n 
We C larke, Cobb, Collin. € 
in jis, Jefierson Davy De 
ot » Dromgoole, Erdi il 
I in, Fi r G r, H 
Hr n, cb. HW ! 
treorge s H Hnbard u 
«‘harl Neh | pli Johu Andrew J 
\ i », La I Ligon, | p Vict 
bet J iJ. M } Mep M 
1 P. Mart kley Mart I | h, J 
Reid, Relt Kitter, Saw r, Seama | 
Leona ii sm impson, mm = ui. t 
i i wr S j } k 
' ’ x ‘ \\ twort \\ \ 
Woodward, Woodworth, Ya y, Ye ’ ve 
» thé Tt cle ided that tl re i 8] i i 
not be laid ont table. 
1 } . i. 7s } 
1 the e resolution was adopted. 
mo ore — , ae 
JAMI PUOMPSON avain asked I 
to prese canada which he desired to have 
O t > made, 
mr . .* oe . . 
| S ER said, that the recular busine 
would be the cau ol tae committees ior report 
On mou f Mr. HARALSON, the Hou 
ved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 


te of the U nion, (Mr. McKay, of North Caro- 


Jina, in the echair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the sail bill, and of the amendments thereto 
x nadin r, Ihe floor was the prope rity, irom yes- 
t lay, of 


IS AAC iE. HOLMES 
Mi ».McCONNELL rose and me that the bill 
Ye laid aside, » Wil h a view to take up (as tie re- 
porter uaderstood) the bill he had designated yes- 


y 


The CHAIRMAN decided that the motion was 


not in eiidinns sccatiatial the ge stlenen was not enti~ 
tled to the floor to make it. 

Mr. JAMES A. BLACK rose also and address- 
ed the Chair. 

Mr. ISAAC E,. HOLMES said, that as he had 
no disposition to inflict a speech upon the commit- 
tee on a military subject, and as the gentleman 
near him [Mr. Biacx| could do so much more jus- 
tice to it, he 
vor of that gentleman. 

Ir. BLACK resumed the floor; but yielded at 
the re que st of 

Mr. HUNGERFORD, who gave notice of the 
following amendment: 

‘That the President of the United States be, and 
is hereby, authorized, by voluntary enlistment, 
‘to increase the number of privates in each com- 
‘ pany of the existing regiments of dri goons, artil- 
‘i Ty , and infi witry, to any number not exceeding 
eighty, whenever in his opinion the exice encies of 
‘the public service may require the same. 

BLACK then proceeded with his remarks. 
In sean ring the bill before the committee, he 
was disposed to take the following view of 
The amendment of his colleague, [Mr. Houmes,]} 
to which he wished particularly to call the atten- 
tion of the House, provides that the two regiments, 
if raised, shall be officered by transfers and pro- 
motions from the line of the army. From com- 
parison with the expenses of the first regiment of 
infantry, he estimated that, in case the officers of 
these regiments were t aken from private life, their 
pay for a single regiment would be about $43,783, 
and for two regiments about $87,566. This sum 
would be saved to the army if the amendment of 
the gentleman from New York {Mr. Huneerrorp] 
is adopted, viz: for the two regiments, over $87,000. 
‘he amendment of the gentleman from South Car- 
olina, [Mr. Houmes,] if adopted, would effect a 
wing of about $60,000. By raising two addition- 
il regiments, and officering them from the existing 
number of supernumeraries, the expenses for the 
frame-work of our skeleton army will be increased 
only by the small amount of about $27,000. For 
his part, he had no great preference between the 
diferent propositions before the committee, except 
that he was decidedly in favor of having at least 
an additional regiment mounted. 

The present number of the army was about 
3,000; the proposition of the gentleman would 
make 90 enlisted men to each company, and there- 
fore would increase the agrregate amount of the 
140 companies of the army to about 12,600 men. 
The proposition of the Committee on Milits ary Af- 


t 


fairs was to increase the companies by an addition 
of 10 men to each company, which would make 
an increase of 1,400 men to the companies now 
in service, and to raise two additional regiments, 
amounting to about 1,400 more. ‘Thus the prop- 
osition of the committee was to increase the army 
about 2,800 men, making its aggregate number 
mut 10,800 men. 

Ile was, therefore, decidedly in favor of the 
proposition to make two additional regiments; but 
he was equally in favor of officering them by trans- 
fers and promotions from the army. It would be 
recollected by members of the last Congress that 
this House, at the last session, passed a bill by a 
majority of three-fourths of those present dismiss- 
Ing ninety-five supernumeraries in thearmy. That 
bill failed in the Senate. Here was a proposition 
to employ sixty-eight of them; and could they jus- 
ify themselves if they authorized the officers for 
ihese regiments to be selected from private life, 
and then turned round and dismissed these super- 
numeraries? ‘Their course was clear. If they de- 
cided upon mereasing the comp anies to ninety 
each, he believed it would be their duty to ap- 
point forty-five additional second lieutenants. 
tie hoped the bill would prevail, He hoped 
also that the amendment of the gentleman from 
South Carolina would be adopted; and also that 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, {[Mr. Boyp,] 
which authorized the mounting of such portions 
of the two regiments as the President shall think 
proper. If that prevails, itis not to be supposed 


. 


that the President will mount more than one regi- | 
That these were | 


ment—probably not so many. 
intended as we ae rn rangers, to some extent, would 
not be denied; they were best qualified for the ne- 


cessities of the country, for transporting the mail || 


(Mr. H.) would yield the floor in fa- | 


from post to post, for carrying information, and | 


for ruardimg emigrauuon, 


TILDEN then took the floor, and, so far | 
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|as his remarks could be bier’ on the le ft of th 
| Chair, spoke generally to the following effect: 


—- to the views of the gentleman from Ark 
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He did not often, he said, trouble the He 
with any long speec he 8, nor was he disposed, oy, 
this occasion, to depart from his general aa ties 
But, if he understood the matter correctly, th 
measure was proposed originally for the purpose of 
giving security and protection to our citizens ey)j 
grating to Oregon; and he was anxious to pl; 
himself right in the vote he was about to give 
that account. He did not wish to stand before } 
constituents in the position of voting against a |); 
(as he intended to vote against this,) which 
for its object the encouragement of our emisyation 
to Oregon, and its protection on the way there. |f 
he could convince himself that such was the ¢ hj et 
or design of this bill, he should undoubte dly feel 
bound to give to it his sincere and he: arty sup port. 
But he did not believe it; he did not believe it had 
any such object; he did not believe that such 
been its original design, much less that it was so 
this time. He might be wrong, and if'so, he should 
be happy to be set right; but he looked upon this 
an effort on the part of the Administratio yn tor 
these two regiments of riflemen, (to be officered, 


1 
i 


i 


» (Mr. Yeux,] by western gentlemen, experi- 
enc al in Indian warfare,) to conciliate the reat 
western Democ racy for ‘the disap pointment they 
had undergone by the failure to carry out their 
views in relation to the northwestern bound: ry 
This might be a far-fetched conclusion, but it w: 
that which had prese nted itself to his mind, 

Something like eighty or ninety officers would | 
required for these tworegiments. Ifthe obj ject whic 
he had stated was not the real object of thi IS Meas 
ure; if it looked solely and exclusively to the best 
interests of the country, how was it that the recom- 
mendations of the President and the Secret ry of 
War had been departed from in the framing of this 
bill? How was it that two regiments of riflemen 
on foot had been substituted for the recommenda- 
tion of the President for one regiment of mounted 
riflemen or dragoons? Clearly, to his mind, to mul- 
tiply the chances of promotion—to increase in a 
two-fold degree the power of the President, and, by 
the distribution of the commissions of the officer; 
to conciliate the West which he had offende d. 

Mr. 'T. was understood here to refer to opi _— 

xpressed by the chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and other members, at the test 
Congress, contending that experience had shown 
that mounted riflemen, or dragoons, were the only 
corps that could be efficiently employed for the pro- 
tection of the western frontier. 

This called up Mr. J. A. Brack, in brief expla- 
nation. After which, Mr. T. continued. 

if the construction which he had put on this hill 
was not correct, he would like to know why that 
mode of defence which had been so long sanction- 
ed by experience should now be departed from! 
Had ge sntlemen had any counter experience sinc 
the first session of the last Congress, convince! 
them that infantry were superior to mounted men? 

But he came now to the inquiry as to the neces 
sity of this measure, ‘This was a serious question, 
which every man here was bound to submit to him 
self before he brought this additional burden upon 
the public treasury. If the object was ae protect 
emigration to Oregon, let it be shown clea: 
incontestab] ly, that they might unde ie it | ; 
they voted. The Secretary of War, in his a mnua 
report, had said that something like 850 men, 500 
women, and 1,600 children, had departed from - 
frontier settlements to Oregon. He (Mr. 
would inquire whether a single man, woimn, oF 
child, had suffered for the want of that protection 
which it was now proposed. to give by these two 
regiments? How many emig srants had gone there 
before them? How many had passed over that 
trackless wilderness before those to whom thc Sec 
retary of War referred? Thousands; and he c: lled 
upon the friends of the bill to designate one in- 
stance, if they could, wherein a man, woman, ¢ 
child, had suffered injury on the route for the want 
of this protection. He avowed that neither man, 
woman, child, nor beast, had suffered. If this w: 
80, it was fair to s ay, that what had been done once 
could be done again; and, therefore, there was no 
necessity to justify this outlay of the public money 
to give protection to these emigrants. There was 
something behind the scenes the at had not been dis- 
closed. ‘The emigrants wanted no protection; they 
never had asked for it. 


| 
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Mr. T. here adverted to a remark of Mr. Yett, || 
in - lation to the disposition of this force after it || 
should have been created, which called up that || 





geptieman in explanation. After which Mr. T. 
‘ yroce ede d— : 

Sy far as the western frontier was concerned, he | 
believed there was already a sufficient force there. 
Nor was there any more necessity now to give 
prot ction to our western settlements than there 
was oné or two years ago. He thought if the 
troops now there were withdrawn, and the people | 
of Arkansas and Missouri were left to rely on 
their militia alone, a more efficient protection 
would be given than that now afforded by the 
troops of the United States. Of all men, the amy || 
under our peace establishment was the least efh- || 
cient in such a service. ‘There was not anywhere 
amore lawless set of puppets than these soldiers |) 
(shut up without exercise and in barracks, from || 
year’s end to year’s end) were. He would rather 
have one western farmer in such a service, than 
half’ a score of such men. Why wasit that all at 
once the militia of the country had come to be re- 
eayded as so inefficient? The battles of Bunker 
Hill, of Plattsburg, and of other fields, bear testi- 
mony to the reliance which might be pleced in 
that arm of the national defence. And now what 
was there to oppose to the employment of the | 
same kind of foree again? Why, there was the 
experience of his friend from Michigan, [Mr. 
Cuipman,] who said he once was a brigadier || 
eencral in Michigan, and that he did not do any 
creat honor to the country. He(Mr. T.) had no 
doubt of it; he had no doubt that the other militia 
under that gentleman’s command had done still || 
less honov. And, indeed, he (Mr. T.) believed 
that Michigan had been exceedingly unfortunate 
in her generals. He recollected one of them who | 
once had a seat in this Hall, [General Crary,] and || 
whose memory had been embalmed by an honor- | 
able gentleman at the other end of the Capitol. | 
But, because Generals Crary and Chipman had not | 
succeeded in making the mulitia efficient, it did not 
follow that they could not be made so on our west- 
ern frontier. 

He had no doubt that the President, and those || 
who sympathized and were in the closest con- 
exion with him, were in earnest in raising 
hese two regiments. Whilst the President con- 
ferred the offices thus created upon some members 
of this House, and, according to a gentleman from | 
Maine, on other gentlemen now hanging round 
these lobbies, he intended also to augment the 
force now in ‘Texas. Was the House prepared 
to carry out this purpose? For his own part, he 
declared solemnly that never until the State of 
Ohio, by some act of hers, should revoke the reso- 
lutions of her Legislature, passed by the unani- 
mous vote of the Whig and Democratic party, 
declaring that the annexation of Texas was a vio- 
lation of the Constitution of the country, and that, 
as such, she would never be bound by it, would 
he sanction or sustain that purpose. Never until 
Ohio should wipe out that record would he con- 
sent to this grand system of national marauding. 

Last year we had been informed that the annex- 
ation of Texas was indispensable to the defence of 


? 
i 
t 
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ihe country; that it was coming in to supply the 
place of armed legions; that it was necessary for 


ihe protection and defence of New Orleans. And 
how, what story did we hear? Why the gentle- 
man from Arkansas [Mr. Yeu] told us that there 
were two thousand miles of frontier which it was 
necessary to fortify, and that these regiments, as 
well as the others, were indispensable to give pro- 
tection to that extended frontier. And the Secre- | 
tary of War candidly told us that the annexation 
of Texas, instead of giving us additional protec- 
tion, brought us into proximity with the Cuman- | 
ches—a wild, fierce, and marauding tribe of In- || 
dians—the Arabs of the desert; that they made | 
annual mounted incursions into our territory, and | 
that additional force was requisite to repel them. |! 
if he had understood correctly, it was intended to | 
increase the army (of observation or of occupation ) 

which was this day occupying a territory to which, 

according to the highest Democratic authority at || 
the other end of the Capitol, we had no more title 
than we had to Great Britain—a territory where 1! 
our citizens were now paying duties on their goods 

to the Mexican Government—a territory to which | 
honorable gentlemen on this floor had declared that 

we had no title. For himself, he would sce this 

Capitol razed to its foundation before he would 






| manding of Me X1CO, on the one | 
| clearly did not 


| on the ratification of the 


was resolved to go against 


| Texas. 


| such a measure. 
| Message, we find that he recommends, in reference 
|| to Oregon, a set of consecutive measures, depend- 
|ant upon each other. 
| was the giving the notice for the abrogation of the 


| of posts, and the extending of the 
| the Government along the route to 


| the Senate; and what that is to be 


vote for such a proceeding; and in saying this, he 
believed that he spoke the sentimentsof the people 
of Ohio. 


In what position, then, did this line of policy 


place the country? How was national honor 
to be preserved? It had heen ; . ** by doine no- 
| thing but what was clearly right, and submitting 
to nothing that was wrong.” Ulow was Mr. 
President Polk, according to th sition which he 
had assumed, to preserve the } | honor? With 
cannons loaded, and with mat s lit, he was de- 


id, that which 
»>UuS;: W! , on the other, 
he was surrendering two hundred tiousand square 


‘9 
eiong t 


mile 8S of territory, to whi h he had averred that our 
title “‘was clear and unquestionable.”? This was 
acurious “ getting up stairs’? in the way of pre- 


serving the national honor. Mr. i’. here referred 
to the hue-and-cry raised from Maine to the 
treaty of Washu eton, to 











illustrate the course of the Demos party in 
making that the groundwork of unjust and in- 


iquitous charges before the people against Mr. 
Webster. 

He (Mr. T.) declared, in conclusion, that he 
this bill in every form 
in which it could be presented, unless the State of 
Ohio shall revoke the resolutions to which he had 
referred, (and which he sent to the Clerk’s table 
to be read. ) Whenever that Staite, by any act of 
hers, should convince him that she had repudiated 
these resolutions, then, and not before, he would 
be prepared to go for an army of occupation in 
Whenever that time came, he would not 
only go for these two regiments, but for raising 
any amount of force that might he required, ade- 
ae to’ the ends to be aceon] Lie knew 
t 


’ 
sii d. 


1at as long as slavery existed in Texas, so long | 


there would be cause of war between this country 
and the contiguous territory. Lt 

wise. It must ry law of our 
being was changed. So long as slavery existed, 
slaves would run away; and so long as man sym- 
pathized with his fellow-man, savage though he 
might be, in slavery, so long would this country 
be embroiled in these border wars. Whenever the 


could not be other- 


be so. unless the v 


| people of his State should give their sanction to this 
| 


outrage, then, and not before, he would vote in 
favor of this and other kindred measures. 

Mr. RATHLUN wished briefly to state some 
objections which he had to the passage of this bill. 
In the first place, he denied that the period had 
arrived when it was expedient or proper to pass 


If we look into the President’s 


The 


first recommendation 


treaty with Great Britain, under which she now 


| jointly occupied the Cregon territory with the Unt- 
| ted States. The next step proposed by him was, 


that the laws of the United States be extended over 
the territory of Oregon for the protection and de- 
fence of our citizens in that territory. The next, 
and necessary measure, that follows in the course of 
the preceding recommendations, was thatof a chain 
military arm of 
Oregon, to pro- 





tect our citizens emigrating thither. 

Now, first, they had passed no resolution for 
giving the notice. ‘That is awaiting the action of 
no man alive 
can tell. Indications are anything but encouraging 


| that the notice is to come out of that body without 
| being entirely destroyed, and 


» qualified as that 
this House will never concur in it. ‘The indications 


there are to surrender what has been claimed to 


|| be—what has been proved to be—clearly and in- 


disputably the property of the people of this na- 


| tion; to surrender one-half of the territory to a 
|| Government which 


has ne claim whatever but 


mere possession, and that ander a treaty with us 


}granting to her temporarily such joint posses- 


sion. Now, until that question is settled, I will 


| vote for no bill to increase the army or navy, or 
| military defences of any kind connected with the 


army or navy. 1 want to see, in the first place, 
what this Government designs to do—what it 
dares do. I want to see whether we are to go 
begging on our knees to the throne of Great Brit- 
ain, or whether we are to assert our rights openly, 
manfully, honestly. Before I vote fur a bill of 
this character, I must learn that we are doing 
something besides creeping and kneeling befure 
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the throne of Great Britain. I want no mounted 
riflemen, no inerease of the army or navy, until | 
know we have the courage to insist upon what we 
claim as our just rights. And until you first take 
the steps showing that you have the moral courage 
to assert what the President says we have the 
right to assert, ] say you are assuming that kind 
of blustering courage, which, after all, isto be a 
mere backing out—is to be a further demonstra- 
tion of our want of courage, by assuming te do 
what it appears already the Government dare 
not do. 

What did they propose to raise two regiments 
for? Vhy, they were told, to euard the way— to 
make stockade forts and fortifications along the 
route to Orezon, to protect our emigrants thither. 
For what?) Why are you desiring to push Amer- 
ican citizens into the te rritory of Oregon, when the 
legislative branches of this Government dare not 
say, in the face of Great Britain, the territery is 
ours—dare not say a foot of itis ours? For what 
do you desire to prepare a road, to guard that read, 
and to push on men, women, and children, from 
this part of the country into a wilderness, among 
savages, when youdare notextend your laws over 
them? Why do it? he asked. Why adopt a 
policy of this character? Better let them all turn 
with the other branch of Congress, and petition, 
and qualify, and take the n to dissipate all 
pretence that we have any right to that territen Y> 
and keep our people at home. Now, he desired 
to see whether we were to insist upon our claim 
to this territory. He was desirous to see whether 
our laws will be extended over that territory— 
whether our people already there, as well as those 
who are to go there, will be protected in the en- 
joyment of all the rights and privileges of Amer 
ican citizens. He was in favor of protecting them 
there before he protected the way there, and e 
couraged them to emigrate. He desired to see 
the Indians within that territory concilinted, and 
their good will secured, and they brought within 
our protection, before he voted for any hill to send 
our people over there to be slaughtered by them 
whenever the beck or the direction was given Ly 
the Hudson Bay Company to do it. When they 
saw that the action of this House was to be con- 
curred in by the other branch, and that, first, the 
notice is given; next, that our laws are extended 
over our people in that territory, to protect them 






ins 


|; when there; and, in the last place, that terms of 
, peace and amity are cultivated with the Indian 


when all these things were done, he would go for 
opening the way for our emigrants thither, and fea 
protecting them on their route, and not before. 
But these things are not done. We have got,as 
a Yankee would say, ‘the cart before the horse;"’ 


| and it is now propesed to raisea branch of anarmy 


for the purpose of protecting our emigrants to a 
country which we dare not assert our right to. We 
are preparing away to transport men, women, at d 
children, from their firesides in this country, and to 
induce them to go where we dare not extend our 
laws overthem. Weare urging them to go amone 
Indian tribes under the influence of a local company 
there—with whom we have opened no negotiations 
or terms of friendship, and have no treaty stipula- 
tions, no surety that they will not butcher our peo- 
ple whenever they are directed to do so by those 
who have established these stipulations. Then, he 
said, in this stage of their proceedings in regard to 
the Oregon territory this action was premature. If 
all these proceedings were to full to the ground, this 
bill and all its provisions was unnecessary. If they 
passed this bij], and organized these two regiments 
at the expense of $400,000, or $500,000 annualiv, it 
is all money thrown away, because you have taken 
no step to render it necessary. Not only that, 
but it is adding another to the many causes of dis- 
grace and of infamy which have attached to the 
whole country for attempting to talk so loud, and 
assert a claim so supreme over a territory which 
the Government in its different branches dare not 
carry out. He begged that this House would 
spare itself from drawing upon its own head any 
portion of that disgrace; let them wait, and if the 
co-ordinate branch of this Government would block 
the wheels, and refuse to aid them in carrying out 
and maintaining the rights of this Government to 
Oregon, let them take the responsibility; let it not 
be thrown upon them that they had disregarded 
their inertness—their want of courage, he might 
say—and gone on and established a regiment, or 
iwo regiments, of riflemen, drawing emigration 
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into that territory, when they knew that the Sen- | 


ate would not concur with thenr in establishing 
laws for the protection of our people there. He 
said, let us save our credit, save Our money, save 
our people here, and not induce them to go where 
we have not the ability, or at least, until we meet 
with concurrence in the other end of the Capitol, 
where we have not the power to extend our protec- 
tion over them. He was in favor, instead of rais- 
ing two regiments to induce our people to go there, 
if the action indicated by the Senate was to be car- 
ried out, of raising two regiments to go and bring 
them back; let us not incur the charge that meets 
us at every step, that we are inducing our people 
to go where we dare not protect them, but let us 
come out openly, and confess that we dare not, 
and induce them to come back where we can pro- 
tect them. 

ut there was another objection to this bill, and 
one which, if there were no other, would induce 
him to vote against it; and that was, that we have 
now seven thousand privates enrolled in our army, 
out of which seven thousand something like four 
thousand men and upwards are in Texas. How 
long were they to continue there? Why, in all 
reasonable probability, they are either to return 
£00on, or we shall have abundant occasion for more, 
He thought they were destined to return without 
having tried their steel with the Mexicans. Sup- 
pose they return within six or twelve months, when 
we take into consideration the condition of our 
western settlements, and their capacity to aid in 
protecting themselves, we have strength enough to 
protectall ourexposed points. We have maitained 
reveral companies in Providence, several in New 
York city, several in Buffalo, and a company of 
flying arullery in Baltimore. We have them scat- 
tered all along the seaboard: and what for? One 
company in each of the fortifications, one company 
for New York, one for the State of Rhode Island, 
and for any other site along the Atlantic coast, was 
sufficient to take care of the fortifications, and that 
is all that is wanted. We have this surplus wast- 
ing and corrupting by their contiguity to cities, 
who are amply sufficient to distribute along the 
route to Oregon; and we have already our mounted 
dragoons to be taken upon that route for the pur- 

vose of aiding traders back and forth to Oregon. 
Chen, (he said,) unless we were to have war with 
Mexico, we have men enough; and he asked mem- 
bers of this House to look to it well before they 
enlarged the list of officers or increased the amount 
of military force in this country, and to see how 
difficult it is to get rid of men when once we have 
putan epaulette upon their shoulder. They sel- 
dom die: they never resign; and your list of super- 
annuwated, worn-out officers, unfitted for command, 
is now eating up the very vitals of the treasury, 
and exhausting it uselessly of moneys which might 
be beneficially distributed in the Improvement of 
your rivers and habors, which are deemed so im- 
pious here and so injurious and unconstitutional in 
some sections of the country. 

But there was another objection to which he 
wished to call the attention of the chairman of the 
committee and of western gentlemen here. They 
were now called upon to raise two regiments of 
riflemen. One of them, they were told, was to go 
on to the boundary between Texas and Mexico, 
to occupy fortifications and keep off the Cuman- 
ches; the other to be distributed along the route 
between Missouri and the Rocky mountains, in 
stockade forts; and you are told that these men 
must be taken from the West, because they under- 
stand Indian fighting, and that they must be west- 
ern officers, because they would be popular among 
the men, and understand that service. Now let 
them look at this service. Every one of these men 
is to be cooped up im a little small fortification three 
years. In the valley of the Mississippi there is a 
class of men who, of all on the face of the globe, 
will be the last to submit to be shut up for three 
years to be fed on salt beef, salt pork, and bread, 
and submit to military discipline. Whatisit? No 
better, no less than a horrible imprisonment; and 
you take men, as free as the air that floats over 
those boundless prairies, who mount and ride like 
the wind wherever they list, who are reared up in, 
and who delight in, freedom and independence, and 
they to be the men to be cooped up in your stockade 
forts,to watch Indians! Before they had been there 
ninety days they would take their commanding 
officers and march them back. It was idle. You 
nughtas well take a lot of foxes and attempt to get 
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them by an honorable enlistment to live in the 
neighborhood of the dogs of the country. They 
were men of spirits too free, and of character too 


independent, ever to submit to be brought to the |! 


whipping-post, and to receive thirty-nine lashes 
laid on with a cat-o’nine-tails. 

Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS inquired of the gen- 
tleman from New York, if a man could be pun- 
ished with corporal punishment in the army? 

Mr. RATHBUN (resuming) replied that he was 


not advised whether the law authorized it or not; | 


and he apprehended it did not depend much upon 
the law what kind of treatment they received after 
they were enlisted in the army. All he knew was, 
that where you establish strict military discipline, 
that discipline is to be enforced, and there is pun- 
ishment of some kind adequate to enforce it— 
whether by whip on the back, by solitary confine- 
ment, by stinting them to bread and water, or by 


badge of disgrace—whiatever it might be, he told | 
them that these western men on the prairies were 


the last men who would submit to it, and discipline 
could not be maintained among an army composed 
of such men as these. 
western country to have a most * glorious” fight 
of sixty or ninety days, or six months, these men, 
above all others to be found upon the face of the 
earth, are just the men; but if you are going from 
rear to year to watch and see if perchance some 
ay ees may come along to depredate upon some 


If you were going into the | 


traveller, do not take an independent man from the | 


valley of the West, but go to your cities and towns, 
and take the degraded, spiritiess class you may 
find there, with a better hope that they will sub- 
mit to military despotism. 


if, then, we were to have no trouble with Mex- | 


ico or with Great Britain, we have troops enough; 


and, admonished by the history of this Govern- | 


ment, he would vote against an increase of the 
army or navy. 


He never would vote for an extra | 


appropriation upon either until he saw it to be | 


necessary for the actual defence of the country. 
It was easy to add officers, to put them upon 
horses, to enlist men, to increase the expenses of 
the army and navy millions; but when you at- 
tempt to take the man from his horse and put him 
on his feet, you will find it much more difficult; and 


if you succeed, you will be pretty likely to find the | 


next Congress so tender-hearted as to put him 
back again, as was done in the last Congress in 
the case of a regiment of dragoons which the Con- 
gress before that had dismounted. And if this 
were not the case, experience has taught us that 
there is another branch where, if a bill passes here 
for the reduction of the army or navy, it lies on 
the table there without being taken up. 


Mr. R. concluded by a brief reference to the re- | 


marks of Mr, Curpman yesterday, on the subject 
of the militia of the country, and to his remarks 
of a former day, and he maintained their high 
character and the great dependence which, in the 
West and in all the sections of the country, was 
to be placed upon the citizen soldier—they being 
in many parts a sufficient reliance against the at- 
tacks of the Indians, except at certain points where 
a company might be necessary, in order to keep 
up amilitary show and thus inumidate the Indians. 
But in case the proper measures precedent to this 
to which he had adverted were taken, he was ready 
to go for this, and to afford all desirable protection 
to emigrants to Oregon after our Government, in 
all its departments, had determined to come up and 
assert our just rights in that territory. Until that 
was done, he should vote against this bill. 

The committee rose informally, and the Speaker 
resumed the chair, to receive a message from the 
President of the United States, by James K. Walk- 
er, Esq., his private secretary, notifying the House 
that he did this day approve and sign the bill en- 


titled an act to repeal the act requiring one of the | 


judges of the Circuit court for the District of Co- 
lumbia hereafter to reside in Alexandria. 
The House being again in committee, 


Mr. HARALSON addressed it at considerable | 


length in favor of the bill, in explanation of the 
—_ and object of its various provisions, and in 
rep 

urged against its passage. 
appear in the Appendix. 


Mr. GENTRY said he did not rise for the pur- | 
pose of discussing at length the bill now under | 
j He had been || 
heretofore oupeees to the increase of the standing | 
army ef the United States; he had been opposed to | 


consideration by this committee. 


y to some of the arguments which had been , 
{These remarks will | 


| it as the policy of this Government on the score of 
economy, as well as for other reasons which infly- 
enced his mind; and having determined, after ma. 
ture reflection, to give his vote for the bill now 
under consideration, he desired rather to indicate 
than to express at length the reasons which had 
induced him to come to that conclusion. He pre- 
mised by saying that, with reference to the mode 
in which he conceived it to be his duty to dig. 
charge himself of the obligations and duties which 
appertained to him as a Representative of the peo- 
ple, he knew no other rule of action upon, this or 
any other question, than to determine with the 
best lights before him what was his duty with re- 
ference to the great interests of the country, and 
then to do it without fear of consequences. His 
first impression in deference to a preconceived 
opinion was, that he should vote against this bill; 
but a night’s sleep, or rather a night’s reflection 
had brought him to the conclusion to vote for it: 
_and he intended now, with the indulgence of the 





_ reasons which would influence him in giving his 
| vote in favor of this measure. 

With a very remarkable degree of unanimity, 
this House had recently determined to give the 
notice to Great Britain for the termination of the 

convention of 1818, for the joint occupancy of the 
Oregon territory; and whilst there was a difference 
of opinion as to whether the Government of the 
United States ought to extend the jurisdiction of 
the United States speedily and promptly up to 54° 
40', or to 49°, he believed there was no difference 
of opinion upon the point that we must speedily 
extend our jurisdiction over some portion of the 
country at least. This was one fact entitled to 
some consideration in determining what should be 
their action upon the proposition now before them. 

Very recently this Government had annexed to 
itself the Government of Texas, embracing a terri- 
tory sufficient of itself, independent of our own 

wikpapeued limits, to make a great empire. There 
| was a very large majority here in favor of that 
policy. ave they not thought of the consequen- 
ces which must necessarily follow the adoption of 
this territorial extension? If we have already add- 
ed another empire to our great and wide-spread 
empire, and if it is our intention to extend our 
jurisdiction over a part or the whole of Oregon, 
could we expect to accomplish this without bring- 
ing ourselves up to the point, and meeting, as he- 
comes patriots and men, all the consequences which 
must necessarily follow the adoption of this policy. 
Wherever you may extend your territorial limits, 
wherever an American citizen goes, if within the 
territorial limits of the United States of America, 
he has a right to claim the protection of his Gov- 
ernment; and for one he was in favor of the policy 
which should encourage and authorize the Ameri- 
can citizen, wherever he may be within the terri- 
tory of his country, when he looks to the star- 
spangled banner, to look with a confidence of re- 
ceiving the protection of his Government. We 
now owe protection to our population in Oregon; 
our obligation would soon be greater, in conse- 
quence of the measures soon to be adopted; for, 
whether the treaty which may be made shall stop 
at 49° or go to 54° 40’, we cannot abstain from the 
duty of affording our protection to the citizens of 
_the United States within our territory. 

Now, having already determined that he would 
give his ‘support to this bill before he came to the 
House this morning, that determination was very 
much strengthened and increased from the reasons 
which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Tipe] 
gave why he would not support it, and by the gen- 
tleman from New York {[Mr. Ratrusun] why he 
would not. The gentleman from Ohio was op- 
posed to the annexation of Texas, and the people 
of Ohio, in some political convention or other, had 
adopted a resolution declaring that annexation was 
inexpedient and unconstitutional; and until the 
people of Ohio reversed that declaration, the gen- 
tleman would give no vote for any measure what- 
ever which looks to the protection of the people of 
Texas. The gentleman from New York was 0 
favor of this Government asserting its claim up to 
54° 40’. He looks to the other wing of the Capi- 
tol, and sees, or thinks he sees, symptoms that the 
Senate of the United States will be recreant to the 
high duties of patriotism, and not have courage to 
assert our claim up to 54° 40’; and, therefore, be- 
cause they are not willing to wage war for the ter- 
ritory up to 54° 40’, he would vote for no protes- 
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} chairman and of the committce. to indicate the 
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